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More than 300
Participate
in Annual
Trick-or-Drink
Festivities

Surfing a Hurricane's Wake

TOM FLANAGAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Two nights before the children of
Lewiston took to the streets in costume
to go Trick-or-Treating, more than 300
Bates students set out, also in costume,
to go Trick-or-Drinking.
Trick-or-Drink, a popular Hal¬
loween tradition here at Bates, was
planned in large part by Dan Loman
’08. For this reason, he was contacted
by Security Officer Paul Menice prior
to the event. The two met to discuss
the event in detail, and Dan later heard
from Dean Reese, under whose jurisdic¬
tion off-campus matters fall, about spe¬
cific concerns about the event that he
and Security shared.
Dean Reese had several suggestions
for the organizers. The original plan was
a route of 11 houses, which was seen
as too many and therefore reduced to
eight. Dean Reese said the number of
houses is significant simply because the
more houses a given student visits, the
more he or she will drink.
The participating houses were also
encouraged by Dean Reese not to host
any parties during the weekend pre¬
ceding the event to avoid upsetting the
neighbors.
The safety of students crossing ma¬
jor streets was also a primary concern.
For this reason, two off-campus hous¬
es located across Russell St. that were
originally going to participate were re¬
moved from the route.
Lewiston Police and Bates Security
were present on the streets making up
the route, and their primary goal was
simply to move along students. Specifi¬
cally, violation of state liquor laws and
excessive noise were of concern.
Loman said that the deans and Se¬
curity were extremely helpful in plan¬
ning what he felt was “another success¬
ful year of Trick-or-Drink.”
Dean Reese also felt that the event
was an overall success. “There seemed
to be a festive spirit that was in control,”
he said.
According to an Oct. 30 article in
the Lewiston Sunjournal, Lewiston Po¬
lice Lt. James Minkowsky said partici¬
pating students were generally polite
during the event.
Dean Reese added that if issues
and behaviors arise that jeopardize the
safety and legality of the Trick-or-Drink,
close examination of its future will be
necessary. Public reactions posted on
the Lewiston Sunjournal article online
were largely negative.
The event officially began at 8 p.m.
and the traveling portion was to be
concluded by 10 p.m. “We do not think
the neighbors would tolerate anything
later.... It is a community that does not
stay up late,” Dean Reese said.
Despite the efforts to keep partici¬
pants moving, a crowd <Jid form at the
corner of Oak St. and Elm St., according
to Loman. This could be in part due to
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Chris Morrell '08 carves up a wave on Saturday at Higgins Beach outside of Portland as the remnants of Hurricane
Noel hit New England.

Transgendered Republican Speaks against War
EMMA WEISSER
STAFF WRITER

Midge Potts is “just an average Amer¬
ican person,” though by reading her tag¬
line you wouldn’t think it. Potts, who is
openly transgendered, recently ran for
Congress in her home state of Missouri
- as a Republican. The activist-politician
came to Bates last Thursday to talk about
her campaign and her work with antiwar
groups in Washington, D.C. Potts spoke
at the Muskie Archives to a crowd of
roughly 30 students and members of the
Lewiston-Auburn community.
Potts came to Bates as part of her
college campaign tour, which is meant
to foster understanding of transgender
issues, share experiences from her cam¬
paign and promote awareness about
the anti-war group CodePink, of which
she is a member. Although at the be¬
ginning of her presentation Potts briefly
explained her decision to transition to
being a woman, the focus of her talk
was on her goals as a politician and her
activist work in Washington, D.C. Potts
further explained how facing the obsta¬
cles in her personal life helped her gain
a better understanding of the political
barriers America needs to confront.
“Being a transgendered person, I re¬
ally find... the gender binary that locks
people into being male or female really
similar to the political binary that locks
people into left/right, red/blue, Repub¬
lican/Democrat as if there’s no other
thing but those two paths,” Potts said
during her hour-long talk. “I wanted to
be my own person in every way possi¬
ble and explore ways that I could break
those binaries.”
Potts entered the political field when

See TRICK-OR-DRINK, pageA6
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she decided to run for Congress in 2006
against Majority Whip Roy Blunt. As¬
suming the conservative voters of her
district in southwest Missouri and the
media would “ignore” a transgendered
Democrat or Green party member, Potts
decided to use her gender identifica¬
tion as a hook for press. Potts chose to
campaign for the Republican primary
because she “knew [she] wasn’t going
to beat Roy Blunt’s $3 million that [he
was] going to spend, but [she] might be
able to get some traction if [she could]
get some press.”
And it worked. Potts was featured in
about a dozen news articles in the six
months preceding the election. While
these articles at first focused mostly on
her being transgendered, Potts said that
later she was able to use this as a talk¬
ing point for her political views, which
advocate direct democracy, small feder¬
al government and fiscal conservatism.
The articles also highlighted her in¬
novative campaign tactics. Working
with a limited budget, Potts decided to
use handmade signs and papier-mache
renditions of “Uncle Sham,” and to sing
original music. She attended gay pride
parades as well as local Fourth of July
barbecues to spread the word about her
campaign.
Potts also decided to go on a road
trip around her district to talk to her
constituents. By handing out flyers and
talking to the citizens of southwest Mis¬
souri, Potts said she was able to break
down some of the misconceptions about
transgendered people. Potts found that
running for Congress somehow “legiti¬
mized [her] because [she] was taking
part in the public dialogue and the poli¬
tics.” She found that she was showing
people she was “just like them,” that she

cared about their issues and concerns,
and that many became “really excited
[that] someone outside the norm was
running for office.”
In the final count of the election,
Potts won seven percent of the votes,
or roughly 4,000 votes. This put her in
third place overall, although she came
in second in a few of the districts. “I
showed them wrong,” she said of those
who criticized her because of her gen¬
der identification. Potts was happy with
the outcome and plans to run again in
the next election.
In the meantime, Potts works with
CodePink, a women’s anti-war group
based in Washington, D.C. CodePink
aims to end the occupation in Iraq and
prevent future wars through public pro¬
tests. Their original, distinctive means of
protesting and their visible presence in
the capitol is causing a stir in the me¬
dia. Potts even made the front page of
Nytimes.com with a photograph of her
behind Alberto Gonzalez at his hearings,
standing up and holding a CodePink sign
criticizing the former attorney general.
Potts has been actively involved in
political protests for over five years.
While her earlier demonstrations fo¬
cused on disruptive tactics to capture
the attention of Capitol Hill, Potts has
now taken to attending public hearings
in Congress and wearing shirts with
anti-war slogans, carrying signs and
occasionally yelling questions to chal¬
lenge the politicians in the room. Talk¬
ing about her most recent arrest, Potts
says she was fined $500 for shouting an
anti-war comment during a congressio¬
nal hearing. “The way I see it, all the
congressmen paid $10 million to get
in there, and I only had to pay $500. I
think that’s pretty good,” she said.

BCSG Prioritizes
Upcoming Agenda
SAM NAGOURNEY
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

This week’s BCSG
meeting discussed the
need for one additional
member of the Organi¬
zational Review Board
(ORB), which is respon¬
sible for approval and recognition of
student clubs. Vice President of Student
Clubs Maddie White ’09 said that the
ORB’s main objective this year would
be to review current club constitutions.
Vice President of Student Commit¬
tees Kristofer Jonnson ’08 explained
that an announce e-mail will be sent re¬
garding applications for the OCS Direc¬
tor Search Committee in light of Charles

Kovak’s resignation this summer.
The BCSG has a new e-mail ad¬
dress: bcsgl855@gmail.com which ad¬
dresses concerns about restrictions of
their other e-mail address, which is only
accessible to those on the RA talk list.
President Bill Jack ’08 led an inno¬
vative priorities workshop with the goal
of rapidly determining which topics
should be BCSG priorities. RA members
briefly argued both for and against be¬
fore voting. They were allowed to send
a goal to particular committees whether
or not they deemed it a priority.
Some goals deemed a priority in¬
clude access to 24-hour computers,
transportation to the Portland Jetport,
limiting announce e-mails and cell¬
phone/wireless reception.

REGINA TAVANI
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Carefree Short Terms consisting of
endless parties, a multitude of trips to
Range Pond and Popham and a short
paper every once in a great while may
soon be a thing of the past. The Edu¬
cational Policy Committee (EPC), made
up of students, faculty and administra¬
tors who oversee and assess educa¬
tional policies and their effectiveness, is
currently looking to make Short Term
grades count toward a student’s cumu¬
lative GPA.
The Student spoke with Mimi Gallo
’09, a student who served on the EPC
last year when the committee began
discussing the execution of such a plan.
The problem with Short Term’s current
set-up and its de-emphasis on grades
leads not only students, but professors
to not take the five-week period seri¬
ously, said Gallo. The original intention
of Short Term was to encourage stu¬
dents to take harder classes outside their
academic purview, ones they would not
take during a typical semester.
Instead of rigorous, challenging
academic experiences, Short Term
classes are for the most part relatively
laid-back, with students and professors
alike failing to take their content seri¬
ously, knowing the grades in the course
ultimately won’t help or hinder GPAs.
Committee member Meg Kinney ’08
mentioned that additionally the EPC
wants “to ensure that those that put ef¬
fort in their Short Term class see that
added into in their GPA.”
The EPC believes that if Short Term
grades did in fact count, attitudes about
Short Term classes would change as
well.
Getting those grades to count is a
fairly extensive process, though, and no
students currently at Bates will be af¬
fected by the change if it does in fact
go through. The new policy must be
stated in the college handbook prior to
the entrance of a new class.
The legislation, which must be read
at faculty meetings three times before
it can be voted on, is also facing some
technical issues involving the Registrar.
Gallo explained that the introduction of
a pass/fail option to Short Term units,
which would come along with their
counting toward students’ GPAs, would
cause a conflict in the Registrar system.
The system would have to be altered
significantly, and it would be a difficult
process. Gallo emphasized, however,
that technology cannot ultimately dic¬
tate the philosophy and policies of the
College.
Gallo said that overall, people seem
“really receptive” to the proposed poli¬
cy change. “From my experiences,” said
Gallo, “a lot of students wanted [their
grades] to count.” Gallo mentioned ad¬
ditionally that she doesn’t believe the
policy will detract students from taking
harder classes, as that is Short Terms'
purpose.
The EPC is curious to see if profes¬
sors will also develop higher standards
for Short Term students as a result of
the policy change.
Any students interested in giving
feedback on the proposed change in
Short Term grading may contact EPC
committee member Meg Kinney '08 at
mkinney@bates.edu.
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Coming from a High
Letters to the Editor
School Infamous for Stress,
BCSG Analysis Was Psuedo-Journalism
Bates Is Not Much Better
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN
MANAGING FORUM
EDITOR

It’s not every day
that you see your
high school wrestling
room on the front
page of The New York
Times. But on October 29th, there it
was: the navy blue mat on which I
performed my state-sanctioned sit-up
test, learned to use a defibrillator and,
like the splayed-out students in the
photograph, did yoga. As part of the
physical education curriculum, every
student at Needham High School is
required to spend class time on the
sweaty pads of the wrestling room do¬
ing “sun salutations” and “downward
dog.” As the article, “Less Home¬
work, More Yoga, From a Principal
Who Hates Stress” describes, Princi¬
pal Paul Richards hopes that teaching
these relaxation techniques will help
students to reduce what he considers
to be excessive levels of stress. What
I remember from yoga class is catch¬
ing up on a few minutes of sleep dur¬
ing the “deep breathing.”
Within my last few years of liv¬
ing there, my hometown became the
go-to example of what The New York
Times calls the “high-powered cul¬
ture” of the affluent suburbs of Mas¬
sachusetts - an area which includes
many of the feeder high schools for
Bates. Although the article puts it
off until about halfway through, what
really turned eyes toward my town
were the string of suicides that oc¬
curred: four young people in as many
years. As the death count kept rack¬
ing up, tragedy in my high school
became almost routine. Announce¬
ments would be made over the loud¬
speakers, guidance counselors would
position themselves in the gym and
students would cry in the halls. We
never said it aloud, but the ques¬
tion on everyone’s mind was, “Who’s
next?”
Needham administrators have
been careful to deny that the suicides
were caused by stress, but the actions
they have taken indicate that they
sense strong correlations between
the high-pressure atmosphere in the
high school and problems such as de¬
pression and drug and alcohol abuse.
Since the series of tragedies, Princi¬
pal Richards has stopped printing the
honor roll in the local newspaper and
has encouraged teachers to incorpo¬
rate homework-free nights and week¬
ends into their class schedules.
Richards has taken a lot of heat
for his stress-busting campaign. Both
Rush Limbaugh and Jay Leno mocked
Needham on national television. As
Leno put it, “How politically correct is
this? In Needham, Massachusetts, the
high school there will no longer pub¬
lish the honor roll for fear it might

make the kids flunking out feel bad...
Isn’t that like not printing the sports
page because it would make the Oak¬
land Raiders feel bad?”
In some ways, I think this criticism
is well deserved. People on the out¬
side look in at towns like Needham
and see picturesque suburban com¬
munities teeming with soccer tourna¬
ments, backyard barbecues and plen¬
ty of white privilege. Here are kids
who theoretically have everything
- opportunities for great education,
supportive parents and safe neigh¬
borhoods - and they’re killing them¬
selves? Perhaps this is why Needham
has gotten so much press: people
just can’t comprehend how teenagers
with so much going for them could
be so unhappy.
However, after having spent four
years in Needham High School, I can
see where all of this stress is com¬
ing from. Sheltered from many of the
issues of the outside world, includ¬
ing the recent rise in youth murder
and violent crime occurring about 10
miles away in urban Boston, Need¬
ham kids often become so caught up
in their mountains of homework that
they forget to consider their situation
from an objective perspective. There
are numerous factors that contribute
to this insular version of subutbia.
As if teenagers weren’t already selfabsorbed enough, they are spurred
on by the emphasis on college ad¬
missions, pressure from parents and
fierce competition with other stu¬
dents. There is a glow of stardom
that surrounds the high academic and
athletic achievers of Needham. The
town is small enough for everyone to
know your name but big enough for
this sense of celebrity to matter. As a
suburban high school student, I caved
to many of the usual pressures, rou¬
tinely staying up until 3 a.m. study¬
ing for tests and rarely making it into
Boston. When you’re in the midst of
it, it’s tough to imagine life after high
school.
Now that I’m older and wiser, I
have a couple of pieces of insight
I’d like to offer those teenage subur¬
banites who are still living under the
tyranny of hall passes and 25-minute
lunches. First of all, in terms of stress,
it’s not going to get any easier. If
you were a stressed-out overachiever
in high school, you probably got into
a college full of stressed-out over¬
achievers just like yourself. If this is
the case, it doesn’t matter how many
AP classes you took or how many
extracurricular activities you did
- college won’t seem like a vacation.
You’ll read and write more than you
ever have before, sign up for more
clubs, organizations and sports than
you could ever have time for and sig¬
nificantly increase your daily intake
of caffeine. Don’t get me wrong, colSee HIGH ACHIEVEMENT, page A4
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To the Editor;
We, the officers of the Bates Col¬
lege Student Government, write in
reaction to former Managing News
Editor Conor Hurley’s Oct. 23 article
entitled “Inside the Actions of the RA."
We always cherish any press that The
Student affords us. However, Hurley’s
piece provokes more questions than
insights, and we would like to offer
some of our reactions.
The BCSG comprises a legislative
and an executive branch. Additionally,
numerous students are appointed as
student body representatives to college
committees where they have a direct
influence over college policy. These
students are some of the least known
but also some of the most influential
students in our organization. Student
committee members have contributed
to, for example, getting wireless in¬
ternet installed in campus residences
and developing the new general edu¬
cational requirements. For reasons
unknown to us, Hurley did not ac¬
knowledge this function of the BCSG.
Some members are very active outside
of the formal legislative branch (RA)
and their accomplishments include

cable in all residences this year and
increased electronic access to Pettengill Hall. Again, these positive changes
to campus life were not accounted for
by Hurley because they fell outside the
limited scope of his investigation.
Despite the misguided headline “What the BCSG Does” - accompany¬
ing the half-page spread of colorful pie
charts, Hurley actually only researched
legislation passed in the RA. This point
cannot be overemphasized, as it limits
the results of the study.
On that note, let us now address
Hurley’s analysis of the legislation he
actually studied. Anyone with a ba¬
sic background in research methods
would want to know how he reached
the conclusions presented in the ar¬
ticle. Descriptions such as “substantial”
and “affected student body” are worse
than useless unless accompanied by a
thorough review of how the journal¬
ist determined them. What methodol¬
ogy did Hurley employ as he identified
whether or not legislation affected the
student body? As published, the pie
chart spread constitutes pseudo-jour¬
nalism; it means nothing.
Hurley correctly points out that
one of the BCSG’s prime functions is

to allocate money to clubs. However,
we are left surprised by his implication
that we had no reason to refuse to dis¬
close the budget proposal to The Stu¬
dent. Distributing a preliminary docu¬
ment would have been irresponsible
given that, as Hurley notes, the budget
legislation could have been amended
by the RA before ratification.
We always enjoy healthy discus¬
sions about the functions and limita¬
tions of the BCSG, so despite its weak¬
nesses, we thank Hurley for writing
this article. We also want to take this
opportunity to invite students with a
desire to affect college policy to take
on active roles in the BCSG or at least
talk to a BCSG member. Having discus¬
sions about student government out¬
side the BCSG is perfectly fine, but for
us to take note of your concerns you
need to approach us. We will listen,
but for us to listen, you must talk.
President Bill K. Jack ’08, Vice Pres¬
ident of Student Committees Kristofer
Jonsson ’08, Vice President of Student
Clubs Maddie White ’09, Treasurer Max
Patinkin ’08, Chair Paul Suitter ’09, Par¬
liamentarian Danny Gimbel TO, and
Secretary Felix Radford 11

Buildings Inaccessible to the Physically Disabled
To the Editor:
Saturday night at Chase Hall, I saw
a Deansmen alumnus who was here
for the 50th Year Anniversary Alumni
Concert try to gain entry into Chase
Hall. He walked with a cane and was
having balance and mobility difficul¬
ties ascending the steps. Fortunately,
two seemingly muscular Bates students
assisted this alumnus up the stairs.
Although I am very appreciative to
these fellow students, what bothers me
greatly is that this alumnus, someone
not bound to a wheelchair, needed
to use stairs to access Chase Hall. He
had no other alternative. This prob¬
lem throughout all of campus is one
that does not appear to be a College
priority. On OUTfront’s website, there
is detailed information that lists which
buildings are accessible and which
ones are not. Look carefully at the
list of accessible buildings and areas.
Many are accessible only to the first

floor. Therefore, even for buildings
that one can enter via wheelchair, indi¬
viduals might be unable to access the
floor they need to visit.
Chase Hall is fully wheelchair ac¬
cessible. Seeing as this alumnus is not
bound to a wheelchair, it is extreme¬
ly irrelevant that Chase Hall is fully
wheelchair accessible. Think of what
a ramp into Chase Hall would have
done to make his trip to campus more
enjoyable. We should be disturbed
that we are not a user-friendly campus
to those who are physically disabled
but who are not in a wheelchair. In
addition, let us not forget that this man
is not just any man. He is an alumnus.
Therefore, we should feel ashamed
and embarrassed at ourselves that an
alumnus had to endure such difficulty.
He was doing Bates a favor by return¬
ing to campus for the alumni concert.
I thought we were a place that was
open and accessible to everyone.
The College’s mission statement

says we are. It says, in part, “Bates is
committed to an open and supportive
residential environment.” Furthermore,
Bates’ non-discrimination policy states,
in part, “Bates values a diverse college
community. Moreover, Bates does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national or ethnic origin, religion, sex,
sexual orientation, marital or parental
status, age, or disability....” Observing
Bates students, I see a clear distinction
between policy and practice. In poli¬
cy, we are accepting, but in practice,
we are not. If Bates is so concerned
about diversity, why are we ignoring
an aspect of diversity that would make
our community more diverse? We may
not be discriminating actively against
people with physical disabilities (thank
goodness!), but we are discriminating
passively. We often wonder why some
alumni do not give back to Bates.
Maybe this is one reason.
Bill K. Jack ’08

Lose the Cell Phones, Save the Party
is to have a basket and collect cell
phones upon entering. It really helps
ASSISTANT FORUM
you appreciate the people you are
EDITOR
with at that moment instead of worry¬
ing about people who aren’t even there
It’s true what the
with you. This idea is still in its early
haters say. Bates Col¬
stages, but it has potential. Professors
lege has parties. I’m not
should do this in class.
concerned about that
Another obstacle is the boy who
so much as I am concerned about the
gets violent. Everyone is uncomfortable
state of these so-called parties. I take
when this kid is around. He always
issue with certain characteristics and
looks like he’s about to break some¬
have some fantastic ideas. The movies
thing or try to fight someone. You al¬
have lied to us. Parties are never like
ways want a group of men and women
that. Or maybe I’m just not going to the
trained in martial arts located at specific
right parties. Now is the time to take
points around the room who can physiback something that has
__
cally dominate some¬
been warped and man¬
one who is disrupt¬
gled to the point where
The other option, which I've actually done, ing the flow of fun.
people go through the
Whether it’s training
motions, weekend to
in martial arts or just
is to have a basket and collect cell phones
weekend, party to party.
brute strength, those
Take back the party.
upon
entering.
It
really
helps
you
appreciate
persons are respon¬
First of all, what is a
sible for maintaining
party? Well, as anyone
the
people
you
are
with
at
that
moment...
order. Walkie-talkies
who’s anyone knows,
may help. If that kid
you only need two
_
gets one strike, he
things for a party: music
gets removed.
and nudity. I don’t even
Maybe one of the biggest issues I
you
have
to
run
away
from
the
Feds.
need to explain that; it’s self-explana¬
have with Bates relates to the whole
We face seemingly insurmountable
tory. So the first step would be to beg,
cell phone thing. Bates kids love go¬
obstacles,
however,
in
putting
togeth¬
borrow or steal those two things be¬
ing from party to party, searching for
er
this
perfect
party.
We
have
the
girl
cause you need them. Jane Doe from
something else but never satisfied with
who
comes
in
with
her
cell
phone
out,
Frye St. knows it. Joe Schmoe from the
where they are. Maybe it’s because I’m
texting
or
talking
to
someone
who
is
Village knows it. Diddy from the Bronx
getting old and can’t move around as
not at the party. She stays for a mo¬
knows it.
well as I used to, but I’m walking to
ment,
scopes
it
out
condescendingly,
What people don’t think a lot about
one place tops. I have a Razor scooter,
then leaves, still talking on her cell
is the ratio of men and women. For any
but yeah - that’s lame. Party-hoppers
phone.
She
stays
anywhere
from
five
great party, you want 80 percent guys
get to one party and can’t wait to go to
to 30 minutes depending on how po¬
and 20 percent girls. And all of the girls
the next one. Maybe they’re social but¬
lite
she
wants
to
be.
How
do
you
solve
should have boyfriends. The reason I
terflies. Maybe they like meeting lots of
this type of problem? Easy: you have to
say this is because every party I have
people.
realize that you don’t need her; she’s
ever been to has been just like that
I’m neither; I don’t like anyone. 1
dead
weight.
She
is
the
antithesis
of
fun
- and it’s been a great time. The 80/20
say you should bring the fun to the
and spontaneity, and by no means does
rule always works. It’s so perfect. When
place you go. Bring the party back and
your party hinge on that girl. She will
I have had social gatherings and too
make the fun. So while you’re walk¬
actually
detract
from
the
gathering.
many girls have shown up, I tell them
ing around, talking on your cell phone,
If
I
see
that
happen
to
a
party
I
am
that they might have to leave in order
I’m sitting with 80 percent guys making
at,
I
usually
think,
“You
know
what,
to preserve the golden ratio. The boy¬
sure not too many girls get in. What
you
don’t
get
to
hang
out
with
me,
so
friend thing works well because, like a
would you rather do? That’s what I
your loss. Because I am awesome.” The
lot of other guys, I only date girls with
thought.
L
other option, which I’ve actually do^e,
JOHN MILEY

boyfriends.
In terms of cover charges, you want
to make a party that is affordable but
still covers the expenses. I like having
a bowl of candy, streamers and things
like that. Those things cost some mon¬
ey at iParty, but don’t panic. Here’s an
example of what to do: girls - three
dollars to get in, guys - seven dollars
to get in. Then have girls get in free
for the first hour. Everyone is satisfied.
But remember, let the girls know that
if the ratios get skewed, you will start
removing them accordingly. Also, no
high heels for anyone. They serve no
purpose and only slow you down if
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Dear Santa: Can You Pay Off My Credit Card Debt?
TOM FLANAGAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The stereotype of college
kids being constantly broke
has been around for as long
as I can remember. People al¬
ways joke about starved college
kids driving several hours just
to get a good meal at home, scraping together
sofa change ust to do their laundry, etc. This
has always stiuck me as funny because it’s never
applied to m? personally; my summer job pays
well and, unti recently, I was always able to save
enough of those earnings to get me through the
school year more or less in the black. This is no
longer the case because I went abroad, an expe¬
rience that both completely tapped my savings
and also severely shortened my work time this
summer. So, I am now completely, maybe even
frighteningly, broke.
The simple fact that I have no money really
isn’t that interesting, though. Like I said, college
kids have been broke forever, and with most of
our parents footing most of our major bills, it re¬
ally isn’t that serious of an issue. The really
interesting part is my utter refusal to change
my spending habits, regardless of how con¬
vincingly m/ parents plead or how fast my
account balance free-falls. Some people in my
situation wculd evaluate their spending, pri¬
oritize, set ludget limitations and take small,
logical step; toward righting their financial
ship. I, on lie other hand, am surging ahead
spending money on asinine, and in some cas¬
es very expensive, things - “making it rain,” so
to speak. Tiis kind of behavior is like hearing
your tire go lat on the freeway and then moving
over to the fist lane with whitt knuckles, ready
to ride until ill four wheels literally come off.
For example, this is the time of year when my
ESPN Insider membership dues come along. The
service costs$39.95 for the year and is more ad¬
dictive than heroin. In spite of this, some people
might assess ny situation and think that, given my

dire circumstances, that subscription would be a
“non-essential” expense and that I should only
renew it when I’ve saved up a little more cash.
Well, it’s too late, because I already renewed it.
With what money did I renew this subscription?
None! Credit is a beautiful thing - why fight a
battle today if you can fight it 30 days from now
after building up ample reinforcements?
Maybe the most glaring example of my irre¬
sponsible spending is the money I waste on
food. I have unlimited access to Commons
I could eat six meals a day, seven days
a week there if I wanted to (what
would become of my digestive
system is a whole other story, of
course). So, why is it that I or¬
der subs or pizzas no less than
three times a week? Because
everyone else is doing it, that’s
why. When I see the LHOP
menus floating around while
watching football on Sun¬
day, or when two guys in
my house are going door-

KELLY G0LL0GLY/THE BATES STUDENT

to-door looking for a third investor in the 5-5-5
deal, I am helpless to resist. Sometimes I’m not
even hungry. I just think about how much I’ll
want to get in on whatever they order once it ar¬
rives, and so I cave.

Another place I’ve been foolishly wasting
money is my cell ^hone bill. My parents are
good enough to pay the bill itself, so all I am re¬
sponsible for is paying any overages. That seems
like a can’t-miss chance to save money, right? If
I just stay within the confines of my generous
plan, I don’t pay a dime. Well, what if I told you
I had about $50 in overages in each of the last
few months? Would you think that I was a sports
agent? A drug dealer? A pimp? Well,
you’d be wrong. I run up
my phone bill because I
am absolutely inca¬
pable of walking
all the way to
a class with¬
out talking to
someone.
I
call my dad
at work, my
buddies from
home, kids in
the house I just
left - it doesn’t mat¬
ter who I talk to, I just
feel too awkward if
I have to stroll along by
myself and stare straight ahead.
Unfortunately, the '•esult of these
insecurities is a 21-year-old guy with a
phone bill that should belong to a gos¬
sipy 16-year-old girl.
So, if I’m not curbing my spending and
also not making any more money, you’re
probably wondering how I’m surviving.
For instance, simply pushing my bills onto
a credit card does me no good if I know for
a fact that I’ll have no way to pay those bills a
month from now. This being true, I’ve employed
the same strategy used by horrible professional
sports general managers over the years: mortgage
the future.
In many professional leagues, particularly the
NBA, floundering teams often sell off talented
young players and high future draft picks to bring

Diction Is Important to Discourse
FABIO PERIERA
COLUMNIST

Language is a
funny thing: it can be
horribly imprecise,
yet without it we
would have no ability to communicate
about the world we live in. Diction is
something rarely spoken about outside
of English classes, but I find more and
more that an understanding of diction,
especially colloquially, reveals a lot
about the way people construct their
individual realities.
Take, for instance, the phrase “I
got a C on my midterm.” What exactly
is being said here? Grading systems,
in theory, do not “give” anything but
rather assess the merit of the work pre¬
sented on preset criteria. So, it would
be more accurate to say “I earned a C
on my midterm,” wouldn’t it?
This change, however, would re¬
quire the speaker to alter their view of
the grading relationship. Saying “I got
a C on my midterm” makes the speaker
passive in the interaction, as though the
speaker’s efforts had little to do with
the grade determined and everything
to do with the grader’s perception of
the midterm. Using “got” instead of
“earned” indicates that the speaker
probably takes a passive view of edu¬
cation as something to be received as
opposed to claimed or fought for (or,
dare I say it, earned).
Adrienne Rich spoke about the

need for women to claim an education
in her convocation speech at Douglass
College in 1977. Rich makes the same
point I just did, though at the time she
spoke she was more concerned with
empowering women in higher educa¬
tion than with what I find to be the
more pertinent matter: sloppiness in
language to the point of obfuscating
reason and meaning in discussion.
How many times in class, when a
professor asks for student input does
someone begin by saying “I feel”? Pro¬
fessors who then say “I don’t care how
you feel, what do you think” are de¬
rided as being rude or pedantic, but
students would do well to take the
correction to heart. To speak of how
one feels forecloses rational discus¬
sion; we tend to assume that one has
a right to one’s feelings, regardless of
the opinions of others. Correctness in
the realm of feelings is nebulous and
harder to challenge.
This is not to say that feelings never
have a space in public discourse, but
the replacement of reason with feeling
as the main engine of social discourse
has had negative effects across society.
The debate over intelligent design il¬
lustrates this perfectly. Even after it
had been established that intelligent
design is not science, its proponents
still claimed that it had a place in the
classroom because people “felt” that it
might have some discursive value. It
of course does not, but that is hardly
the point for its proponents. They sim¬
ply crave validation of a set of feelings

and beliefs that rational people would
write off as nonsense.
And therein lies why diction really
matters: because the words we choose
frame the discussions we have and the
kind of opinions that are considered
legitimate enough to contribute. All
people may very well have the right
to think as they please but agreeing to
disagree does not get society moving
in the right direction. Nor does acting
simply on a feeling without evidence
(see Iraq).
Reframing discourse in terms of
what one thinks instead of what one
feels requires more of its participants.
It requires them to claim a premise and
find evidence to confirm or deny it; it
requires them to consider all the op¬
tions, even the ones that don’t “feel”
nice to swallow and accept, and to
make decisions based on an explain¬
able and justifiable thought process.
The point of this sort of pedantry
is to emphasize that thinking, learn¬
ing, discussion and decision-making
are active, rather than passive, pro¬
cesses - that work goes into the pro¬
cess and product comes out of it. It
reframes one’s view of the world and
one’s participation in it, from the grade
one earns in a class to the thinking
one does before doing an action. Ul¬
timately, it helps make clear what one
means when one speaks or writes so
that others, too, are clear on the infor¬
mation presented - or at least as clear
as possible within the confines of what
our imprecise language will allow.

An interactive poll
EXPRESSING THE VIEWS OF
THE STUDENT'S READERS

The Poll

The Opportunity Maine Campaign (the first bill of its kind passed in the U.S.) hopes to increase the number of Maine
college graduates living and working in the state by offering them state income tax credit or loan forgiveness.

Are you planning on staying in Maine after graduation?
; I'm getting out of here
Probably not

10

20

30

40

50

RESPONSE:

Note: 69
people voted
in this poll.

I live less than 15 miles from campus and chose to stay in Maine for college. I didn’t think I
wanted to go to college in Maine at first, but when I looked at what Maine had to offer, I knew
it would be a great opportunity to go to college here. I feel a sense of attachment to the state of Maine and certainly
intend to remain here after I graduate. I’m open to other places, but Maine is definitely my first choice. - Bill K. Jack

Vote in next week's interactive poll or respond to the poll at

www.BatesStudent.com

in a few decent veterans, just to keep their heads
above water (and save their jobs). I have no
prospects or future picks to sell off, but I do have
holidays and special occasions. For example,
some people see the approaching Christmas sea¬
son as a time for spending time with family and
exchanging gifts. I see it as a valuable bargaining
chip: “Hey Mom and Dad, pay off this month’s
credit card bill and call it my Christmas present?”
Doing this once is a great move, because let’s
face it, there’s not that much a 21-year-old really
needs to find under the tree, anyway. Plus, my
parents love me quite a bit (maybe a bit less after
reading this, but still a good amount) so I know
there’s no way they’ll let me have literally noth¬
ing to open on Christmas morning and just say,
“remember that Mastercard bill back in October?”
as my siblings are showered in gifts. There’s just
no way.
Unfortunately, I’ve done this more than once.
Christmas is gone, my birthday in February is
likely gone, and I’m pretty sure that the cruise
I just booked (hilarious, right?) wiped out my
graduation present. At the rate I’m going, by the
time I’m handed a diploma in May I’ll be looking
at a decade without birthdays or Christmases, and
I could very well have to leverage my eventual
wedding present to fund a splurge trip to Mon¬
treal during Short Term.
For now, this is working out pretty well. I
am maintaining my comfortable, dare I say lavish
college lifestyle, and I’m experiencing absolutely
no tangible consequences. Once the holidays
roll around, though, all those foot-long subs and
bonus articles on ESPN.com may not feel worth¬
while if I find nothing beneath the tree but a few
stamped Mastercard invoices. Some may think
there’s more at stake: if I can’t control my spend¬
ing during college, when I’m living on-campus
with a full meal plan and therefore have no ac¬
tual expenses, what will I do in the “real world”
next year? To that, my answer is simple: with
my can’t-miss, you-just-planted-an-orchard-ofmoney-trees-in-your-backyard degree in English,
I will be independently wealthy.

Legalizing Marijuana
Wouldn't Change Much
Though it's technically illegal, smoking is
already a personal choice in practice
DENNIS DONOVAN
STAFF WRITER

The debate has gone on for a long
time and doesn’t show any signs of
stopping. One side sees the other as
old-fashioned, intolerant squares from
a different generation. The other side
believes the first to be young, careless
and free-wheeling. Until these ste¬
reotypes are broken down, there will
never be a productive discourse on the
issue. Until then, that means that mar¬
ijuana will remain illegal. States vary
widely on their views on marijuana.
While one could look at the different
arguments about marijuana, and there
are many pros and cons, I’m sure the
average reader has a pretty good idea
about what they are and hopefully has
their own opinion on marijuana.
It might be helpful, instead, to take
a look at other countries to see what
their policies are. In many other west¬
ern countries like Canada and Spain,
marijuana is decriminalized to differ¬
ent extents. In Canada, for instance,
the use of medical marijuana is legal.
In Spain, growing and possession are
decriminalized, but buying or selling
still carries criminal fines. The most
well-known instance of possession
being completely legal is the Nether¬
lands. When I traveled to Amsterdam,
I was shocked by what I saw. I was
expecting - because I was young and
easily influenced by movies - to not
be able to see three feet in front of
my face because of all the smoke. This
of course was not the case. Amster¬
dam was a beautiful city, full of lively
people and art. The city itself is de¬
signed wonderfully, working with and
not around nature. The koffee shops
- those havens of drug use in the ul¬
tra-modern city - were perfectly clean
and safe, not the least bit shady. The
help was knowledgeable, and to my
perception, not the least bit stoned.
Some of the people I saw in the kof¬
fee shops getting high were the same
businessmen and -women I saw the
next day walking into their office
buildings.
There are still some places where
the use of marijuana is a big deal and
is very much illegal. In Malaysia, for
example, the death penalty has been
used within the past 10 years for the
trafficking of marijuana (amnesty.org).
In many Asian countries including
Thailand, Singapore, and the People’s
Republic of China, the death penalty
is a common punishment for traffick¬
ing. While I want to avoid alienating
these countries, it does seem strange
that trafficking any amount of mari¬
juana warrants the use of the death
penalty. This stems from my disgust
of capital punishment, but honestly?
What’s the advantage of marijuana
being illegal anyway? As almost any¬
one at Bates (and any college for that
matter) can tell you, it’s not hard to

get. As many have argued, for those
of us who are under 21, it’s just as easy
to get pot as it is to get booze. Here at
Bates, hard alcohol and marijuana are
both banned. Maybe it’s because more
people at Bates drink than smoke, but
although we’ve all heard of someone
who’s gotten a strike for hard alcohol,
we seldom hear of anyone getting a
strike for possession. This sentiment
is embraced on a larger scale since
cops don’t have the time or the means
to hassle people for possession of a
couple of ounces. That being said, in
2005, there were over 700,000 arrests
for marijuana, of which about 90 per¬
cent were for possession. Even though
the cops aren’t enforcing marijuana
laws as strictly as they do other laws,
the illegality of marijuana in the U.S.
has created a black market for pot,
and that’s never good.
If you are one of those who does
smoke marijuana, don’t worry because
you certainly aren’t alone. In an inter¬
view with “Playboy,” Bill Gates came
just short of admitting use in his days
at Harvard. Alexander Dumas, the author of “The Three Musketeers,” was
a frequent cannabis user. Just about
anyone who had rhythm in the ’30s
smoked, including Dizzy Gilespie,
Duke Ellington and Louis Armstrong.
One of our (in my opinion) great¬
est presidents, Bill Clinton, smoked,
though he famously claimed “I never
inhaled.” Ricky Williams, one of the
best running backs in the NFL for the
past 10 years, will likely not be in the
Hall of Fame because of his numer¬
ous drug infractions. With all of these
people, from billionaire to bailer, do¬
ing it, the question remains: what’s the
harm to us? Could Williams have been
a better runner if he didn’t smoke?
Probably, but he certainly wouldn’t be
able to deal with the crowds or the
press. Could the greats (Gillespie, El¬
lington, Armstrong) have played the
same without marijuana? Maybe, but
we’ll never know. And what’s the dif¬
ference?
In a country where we allow so
many people to do harmful things
without legislation, rdhy is this differ¬
ent? Certainly I don’t believe that ev¬
eryone should smoke marijuana, but
I’m not going to tell anyone whether
they should or shouldn’t. In the end,
it’s a personal choice. While some
would disagree, I don’t think making
marijuana legal will change anything.
A few more people will start smoking
because it’s finally legal, but perhaps
some will quit because it won’t be as
“cool." Do what you want. At this
point it’s illegal, but the penalties are
becoming less and less severe. At some
point in the future it will be legal, and
when that happens you should still do
what you want. I’ll finish with a quote
by Ben Harper, “If you don’t like my
fire, then don’t come around, cause
I’m gonna burn one down.”
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Revolutionary Sleep Pattern Allows for 20 Waking Hours
m<§m
5,000,000
Number of frozen pizzas recalled by Gen¬
eral Mills that may have been contaminated by
E. coli. The contamination is believed to have come
from the pepperonis. The company has asked con¬
sumers to throw away the tasty, delicious pizzas and
use the bar code from the box for a replacement.

1,554
Amount in dollars that a meteorite sold for
at an auction. Named the Valera Meteorite, it
is the only rock from space documented to
have caused a fatality on Earth. It killed a cow
in Venezuela in 1972.

Number of children’s pumpkin stands in Eng¬
land that were shut down due to the children’s
failure to obtain a trader’s license. Robin, Jack
and Benjamin Sanford, aged seven, four and
three, were trying to raise money to buy Hal¬
loween costumes when the police told them their
roadside pumpkin stand was illegal.

400
Age, in years, of a clam found off the coast
of Iceland. The clam, nicknamed Ming after
the Chinese dynasty that was in power when it
was born, is the oldest animal ever discovered.
Ming’s age was calculated by counting the rings
on its shell.
sources: ananova.com, cnn.com

CORRECTION:
In the Oct. 30 issue of The Student,
Carla Flaherty ’08 was incorrectly cited as
a member of the Student Conduct Com¬
mittee in the article entitled “New Trea¬
surer Appointed.” The correct name of the
committee member is Karla Erickson ’08.

One man's quest to sleep less and do more... and how you can try it
SAM NAGOURNEY
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

Of the last 504 hours, I’ve slept 70. That
amounts to a little less than four hours of sleep
a night for the last 21 days. I’m not a narcoleptic
or an insomniac. I don’t have sleep apnea or rest¬
less legs syndrome. I don’t even snore (as far as I
know). So why am I so sleep deprived? It’s called
polyphasic sleep and it’s amazing.
Polyphasic sleep consists of taking 20-minute
naps every four hours for a total of two hours
of sleep every day. Some testers add an addition¬
al core sleep period for a few hours during the
night. After denying the body so much sleep, the
body starts to fall into REM sleep (which is con¬
sidered by some to be the most important sleep
cycle) automatically rather than having to go
through the other sleep stages such as light sleep
and deep sleep.
It is believed that even though polyphasic
sleepers only sleep between two to four hours a
day, the amount of time spent in REM sleep is
greater than in a monophasic (normal) sleep cy¬
cle. Independent testers who have made it past the
two-week training period claim that they experi¬
ence no change in cognition or alertness. Many
find that they are actually more alert and active
than when they were sleeping normally.
Why would anyone want to give up their
precious pillow time? Well, for starters, Thomas
Jefferson and Leonardo DaVinci did it, and they
were pretty smart. Some modern day testers
are just curious masochists. Others find that this
sleep method cures nightmares and other sleep
disorders. More than anything else, what poly¬
phasic sleep represents to me (and probably the
majority of testers) is productivity. I was annoyed
by the amount of all-nighters I was pulling in the
weeks leading up to mid-terms. With a three-hour
core sleep at night and three 20-minute naps dur¬
ing the day, that leaves 20 hours of waking time
to account for. My time is divided into four-hour
chunks interrupted by the naps. I can use two
four-hour sets to do homework, one to hang out
with friends, one to go to the gym, read books,
learn a hobby and so on.
The experience has been challenging. As of
today, I have been a polyphasic sleeper for three
weeks, and although I have passed the assimilation
period, life is far from perfect. My nap schedule is
12:20 p.m., 4:20 p.m., 8:20 p.m., and a three-hour
core sleep sometime between 1:00 and 7:00 a.m.
This works out perfectly for my classes, although

it has obvious drawbacks on the weekends.
My experiment began the first day back home
during October break. Chilling at one of my
friend’s houses, I retired to a spare bedroom to
take my first official nap at midnight. Not used
to going to bed so early, I couldn’t fall asleep but
lay silently with my eyes closed for 20 minutes
preparing my body for the change. When I got
home later that evening, things took a turn for
the worse. Waiting for my 4:20 a.m. nap, I could
barely keep my eyes open as I stared jealously
at a house guest who was enjoying her slumber.
I couldn’t watch TV or read a book since both
would put me to sleep instantly. I remember al¬
most throwing in the towel after only two naps.
After the first few days, my energy and alert¬
ness plummeted. I lost my appetite and my brain
was overwhelmed with fog. But as I stuck with
the experiment, each day got progressively better.
By the fourth day, things were getting easier. I got
a little cocky and started experimenting with my
nap times, sometimes pushing them back as much
as an hour (often with negative consequences) if I
was seeing a movie or eating a meal.
I had occasional slip-ups, oversleeping some¬
times by 15-45 minutes and even one horrible
instance of messing up my alarm clock and wak¬
ing up five hours later, but overall, I was sticking
to the schedule. Awake and alert for 20 hours of
the day, it felt as if I had conquered polyphasic
sleep.
Although I’m having a great time with the ex¬
periment, I would be lying if I said it was perfect.
My increased awake time allows me to exercise
much more frequently than before, to the point
that I feel more physically fit now than at almost
any stage of my life. Unfortunately, my main
justification for this experiment - more produc¬
tive time for homework and recreational reading
- hasn’t been as successful. Although I do have a
few more hours each day to work and read, both
sleep deprivation and increased time spent read¬
ing text has taken a toll on my already sub-par
vision. I often find myself unable to do my home¬
work because words start to blur together. While
I’ve combated this with eye drops and eye muscle
strain exercises, it remains a huge obstacle to a
fruitful polyphasic experience.
When I initially read blogs about polyphasic
sleep, I never understood why 20-minute naps
here and there actually got in the way of peo¬
ple’s lives, but try going to a movie, working on a
group project or going for a hike. In any activity
you do, you have to keep in mind the logistics of

your next nap.
For those of you who I haven’t scared off, al¬
low me to confer some advice in case you want to
try polyphasic sleep yourself First off, read other
blogs. The Wikipedia entry for polyphasic sleep
has a few links, and a Google seirch provides
many more (I’m not going to share the URL to my
own blog, but if you’re really interested, the link
is on my Facebook page).
As you start your experiment, write your own
blog. You’re going to want a record of this in¬
sanity, and since most of the infotmation about
polyphasic sleep is from testers’ blogs, it is your
responsibility to contribute to the record even if
you don’t succeed.
Buy a powerful alarm clock or use at least
two. I would recommend an alarm clock like the
vibrating Sonic Alert whose 12-volt shaker literally
shakes my entire bed and body out of sleep.
If you can, get a friend to do it with you. Al¬
though I was able to successfully get through
the adaptation period on my own, I can imagine
how much easier it would have been with help.
Incorporate the three-hour core sleep aspect; it
makes life easier and it’s healthy. Eat vitamins be¬
cause your immune system will be affected.
Don’t get dissuaded by slip-ups; everyone
makes a mistake but know that every screw-up
lengthens your assimilation period. Try to maintain
as strict a schedule as possible for the beginning.
Some polyphasic sleepers claim that they eventu¬
ally scratched the schedule and took naps when¬
ever they wanted, but that takes a fev months.
Be careful while drinking. Not only will it
make it harder to wake up from naps, but the re¬
covery period lasts much longer than normal. I’ve
started to go running once I wake up from a night
of drinking which seems to rejuvenate my body.
And lastly, tell people. The support system that
I have from friends, acquaintances, my parents
and even professors is phenomenal and pivotal
to my success thus far. Sure, you’re setting your¬
self up for a very public failure, but no one can
legitimately hold it against you when you decide
to sleep more than two to four houis a night.
As for the difficulty of adjusting polyphasic
sleep into a monophasic world, all Ihave to say is
that I know two other kids at Bates who have re¬
cently started. I say scrap the monophasic world,
which very likely has no evolutionary purpose
(babies are born polyphasic sleepeis). Good luck,
stay strong, and if you’re looking foi something to
do at 3 a.m., give me a call. I’ll be lip.

Daylight Saving Time is Disorienting, Outdated
JAMIE CRAGNOLINE
STAFF WRITER

Along with torrential rain and the Glow
Dance, to the delight of many this past weekend
brought the addition of an extra hour. Out of
nowhere, we were graced with 60 sacred minutes
in the wee hours of Sunday morning. I must
profess, however, that I am not a fan of this time
tomfoolery. Before the stoning begins, hear me
out.
Daylight saving time is the period from the
early spring until autumn when the clocks get
altered, taking away an hour of sunlight in the
morning and giving us the hour in the evening.
Remember, time only gets shifted; it is physically
impossible for an extra hour to be procured out
of nowhere. This year, daylight saving time be¬
gan in early March and came to an end this past
Sunday. This is a recent change, however; last
year the clocks changed in April and October.
Other countries operate on completely different
schedules, and much of the world does not par¬
ticipate in DST at all. Even some states in our
country do not partake, such as Hawaii, Arizona,
and until recently, a part of Indiana. And I re¬
peat, a part. Clearly, just figuring out when and
where daylight saving time is occurring turns out
to be a hassle in itself.
As excited as everyone gets about DST, the
majority of people will undoubtedly forget about

it when they wake on Sunday morning... or af¬
ternoon. .. or early evening. This ensures a con¬
fusing week since some individuals are off by an
hour for perhaps days until they realize DST has
occurred. For those of us who do muster the
memory to remember to switch all of our clocks,
we are faced with another shocker: an hour of
our precious postmeridian daylight has disap¬
peared, wiped off the map for months.
I do realize that it is not these months, from
November until March (this year, at least), that
are altered; rather, it is the summer months that
change. Regardless, suddenly having darkness
moved an hour back on Monday was like a slap
in the face. Now, by the time I emerge from my
four o’clock class, the sun is setting. In a few
weeks I will be leaving Pettigrew in bona fide
darkness. How am I to be expected to then hun¬
ker down to do the majority of my homework, go
to the gym, go to my job and attempt to be social
when my body is telling me it’s time for bed?
This drastic change is enough to fling me into de¬
pression - or at least into a lengthy hibernation.
This abrupt alteration of the sun’s light would
be easier to cope with had I not been teased with
lingering afternoon light for so long. Yes, sum¬
mer evenings are lovely, but I would give it all up
to save myself from the abrasive shock of the sun
setting just as I am beginning to adjust to being
awake. Also, I don’t know how well some of
you cope, but I am left adjusting for days - even

weeks - afterward. By the time my sleeping pat¬
terns are sound again, perhaps by March, the
whole business begins all over again.
If the majority of the globe completely by¬
passes DST, and the rest of the world can’t even
agree on common dates to change the clocks,

The real reason that DST
continues to lurk about lies
in the consumerist nature
of our society.
that is enough to convince me to do away with
it. DST is a relatively recent installment; in the
U.S. it was introduced in 1918 at the end of World
War I as a way to reduce hardships such as coal
shortages and air raid blackouts. Don’t quote me
on this, but I think World War I ended 89 years
ago. While the blinds in my dorm room are thick
enough to be of air raid quality, I’m pretty sure
an air raid is not in my near future. Clearly, these
reasons for DST are outdated.
The recent alteration of the beginning and
end of DST was made in an effort to cut down
on energy usage. I want to save energy as much

as the next guy, but there is no evdence that this
change in the dates has saved a single joule of
energy. In fact, gasoline consumption increased
during March of 2007. Whether this is directly
correlated or not, it is safe to sap that DST has
failed to help the situation.
The real reason that DST ccntinues to lurk
about lies in the consumerist nature of our so¬
ciety. Businessmen and lobbyists have been a
major force in keeping DST a Ike and kicking.
It is hoped that people will be compelled to
spend more while they are out later in the ad¬
ditional hour of summer evening sunlight. This
well-knpwn point is greatly discussed in Michael
Downing’s book, “Spring Forwird: The Annual
Madness of Daylight Saving Time.” It’s really
comforting to think that my health must be put
in jeopardy to adjust to time changes so that Mc¬
Donald’s can sell more milkshakes.
The uselessness, outdated-ness and mass con¬
fusion associated with daylight saving time may
still not be enough to deter some of you from
thinking this is a great idea. I’m sure many of you
still crave the novelty of an extra hour appearing
out of nowhere. If nothing else, pity those who
may have found themselves in an awkward situa¬
tion on Saturday night. Eyeing the clock, thinking
they can leave... it’s 2:58... 2:59•• oh my god, it’s
two o’clock again. Maybe you have been there.
If not, next year this could be you.

High Achievement Doesn't
Need to Mean High Stress
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A2

lege is also a lot of fun, but there is a reason that
places like Bates are full of people from places
like Needham: in our culture, high achievement
goes hand-in-hand with a high level of stress.
Nugget of insight number two: the best
way to bust stress is to realize that what you’re
stressed about probably doesn’t matter. Just as
a particular test score has little effect on what
college you will get into, your college GPA or
even the topic on your thesis has little effect
on what life you will get into. As Gregg Easterbrook of The Atlantic Monthly writes in an
article titled “Who Needs Harvard?” “The GottaGet-Ins can no longer claim to be the more or
less exclusive gatekeepers to graduate school.”
Nor are they the exclusive gatekeepers to em¬
ployment, financial success or, most impor¬
tantly, happiness. Ultimately, your work ethic,
your interpersonal skills and your passions are
much more significant than the prestige of your
resume or the caliber of your diploma - it’s just
hard to see that from high school.
What worries me about all of this is that I’ve
gone from a high school that is infamous for
stress to a college that is equally, if not more,
stressful. Sometimes I feel as if I never left
Needham. As much as I do try to convince my¬
self that I don’t need to schedule every minute
of my day in order to prove myself, it’s hard

to break the habit when our culture constantly
reinforces high-stress lifestyles. Although Bates
hasn’t recently witnessed any homework-in¬
duced suicides, depression, anxiety and drug
and alcohol abuse are all exasperated by the
amount of pressure placed on students.
I’m not really sure what Bates is doing
wrong. The College provides lots of “study
break” activities such as the weekly Village
Club Series and purposefully closes the library
at 1 a.m. in hopes that students will go home.
Most likely, much of the stress that students feel
is self-imposed or derives from simply being on
a college campus swelling with overachievers.
However, I think there definitely could be
more of an emphasis at Bates on finding a sup¬
port network of people that care about you.
Away from the built-in support network of fam¬
ily, it can be easy for stress to amplify out of
control if there isn’t someone there to keep it in
check. While I don’t think that students should
be coddled, there neSds to be more recogni¬
tion on the part of the administration and the
professors that stress is a real problem at Bates
and that “academic rigor” is not really the most
important thing a college can provide. Students
might actually be able to absorb more of their
coursework if it was presented in smaller, less
stressful doses. As ridiculous as “mandatory
yoga” sounds, as the semester wears on, that
sweaty wrestling room mat is starting to look
kind of inviting.

Football falls to
Bowdoin

Ti

Great voices don't
age.

Deansmen 50th
Anniversary Concert

Clocks fall back early
Sunday morning

Class registration
opens, petitions loom

At least we don't have
cheerleaders.

U

Students instantly
become younger, more
sober.
How do I love thee,
Geology? Let me
start counting the
ways...
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Brewing Club Funding Faces Legal Obstacles
CHRISTINE ARSNOW
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Jeremy Grant ’08 became interested
in home brewing this summer on the
advice of “an aging hippie” who “as¬
sured [him] that it was a rewarding and
fun hobby.” He quickly developed a
passion for home brewing and, after
realizing the enjoyment that his new
hobby brought him, was eager to share
this pastime with his friends. Grant de¬

cided to start a brewing club at Bates
to share his new hobby and hopefully
meet others who appreciate the cre¬
ativity, patience and craftsmanship that
brewing entails.
Grant contacted Maddie White ’09,
Vice President of Student Clubs, who
immediately foresaw difficulty approv¬
ing the club. “My initial reaction was
that this would be a difficult club to ap¬
prove for a number of reasons. First of
all, clubs must be open to all students.

Since this club involved alcohol I could
not see it being open to students un¬
der 21 years of age,” White said. To
solve this problem, Grant devised a
“non-alcoholic” brewing component of
the club (making root beer and birch
beer) so that students under 21 could
also take part.
In addition, White anticipated diffi¬
culty with Bates’ policy that clubs can¬
not purchase alcohol with funds allo¬
cated by the BCSG. White was unsure

if this policy would extend to the pur¬
chase of ingredients required to make
alcohol. However, since her job is to
approve clubs, not provide them with
funding, White did not consider this fi¬
nancial issue when approving the club.
While she warned Grant that funding
would be a tricky issue that he would
have to resolve with the Budget Com¬
mittee, she and the RA passed the club
and its legislation this fall.
Before Grant could meet with the

Members of the Bates Brewing Club wait in anticipation, wondering if their club will receive funds.

Maine College Dems
Convene at Bowdoin
NATHAN PLACE
STAFF WRITER

“How many of you would want to
withdraw from Iraq today? Raise your
hands.”
These are the words of state Senator
Ethan Strimling, spoken to an audience
of sympathetic but somewhat baffled
college Democrats during a debate at the
Maine College Democrats Convention at
Bowdoin last Saturday. Strimling sat in a
line of five major Democratic contenders
for the 1st District seat in the House of
Representatives, who had all shown up
on a cold, rainy day to compete for the
support of the young liberals from Bates,
Colby, Bowdoin and other Maine Colleg¬
es. Only a handful of hands were raised,
most of them only about half-way.
As ill-received as it was, Strimling’s
rhetoric was only a slight exaggeration
of the tone of the majority of the debate,
which, like the convention itself, was
generally lively and spirited. All of the
candidates, including state Senators Mike
Brennan, Mark Lawrence and Chellie Pingree, along with Iraq war veteran Adam
Cote, spoke with passion and eloquence
on a wide variety of issues including the
necessity of universal healthcare, mili¬
tary withdrawal from Iraq and increased
funding for student financial aid.
The convention also included an ap¬
pearance and speech by the man cur¬
rently holding that congressional seat,
1st District Representative Tom Allen.
He spoke on many of the same subjects
with particular emphasis on the need for
a clear deadline on withdrawing from
Iraq, a national healthcare system and a
reprioritizing of tax cuts to benefit the
middle class instead of the country’s
wealthiest citizens.
Since coming to power in Congress
in 2006 the Democrats have given up on
a deadline for withdrawing from Iraq
and recently passed a bill labeling the
Iranian army a terrorist organization.
Yet at this convention Democrats
were speaking boldly about policies that
many would have called unthinkable in
the first years of the Bush administration,
although a crowd of young, college-edu¬
cated liberals is not a tough audience.
In addition to the debate and the
speech, the convention also offered at¬
tendees the choice to participate in one
of four different political workshops,
each designed to help hone students’ ba¬
sic political skills like fundraising, event
planning and club leadership.
One such activity was called the
“Youth in Politics Debate Camp.” The
Debate Camp took place in a small con¬
ference room and began with a video

of a student-produced debate show at
Bowdoin, whose panel consisted almost
entirely of Democrats.
The one conservative on the panel
began shouting that affirmative action and
other “liberal, preferential policies” are the
reason for all the problems of the AfricanAmerican community. The liberals tried to
reason with him. This continued for about
a minute or so, with the four Democrats
trying to explain the error they saw in
their friend’s views and the one conserva¬
tive simply screaming louder.
Bowdoin Democrats Co-President
Clark Gascoigne, who was running the
activity, then switched off the TV. “So
what just happened here?” He asked.
Gascoigne explained how the con¬
servative had won the debate not through
well-reasoned argumentation, but simply
by presenting previously chosen “talk¬
ing points” and shifting the focus of the
debate entirely to those points, often
by making appeals to people’s “values,”
which he explained is a political code¬
word for “emotion.”
Next, Gascoigne asked four people
in the room to stage a simulated debate
on Iraq, with two students playing lib¬
erals and the other two, including for¬
mer Bates Democrats president Jason
Buxbaum, playing conservatives. The
two liberals presented arguments and
the faux-conservatives, particularly Bux¬
baum, shouted phrases like “cut and
run,” “stay the course” and “central front
in the war on terror.” Buxbaum’s exag¬
gerated outbursts were often over the
voices of his opponents, whom he inter¬
rupted with the giddy enthusiasm of a
talk radio host.
The lesson was clear: the “conser¬
vatives” had won, not through logic or
eloquence but through concise, catchy
slogans that appealed to emotion faster
than the liberals could appeal to reason.
The demonstration was intended to rep¬
resent how far the political discourse of
this country has drifted from its purpose
of finding the truth. The rest of the activ¬
ity was spent developing ways for Dem¬
ocrats to use the same strategies to their
own advantage.
At the debate later in the day, Ethan
Skimling echoed this spirit of learning
from the Conservative tactics. He repeat¬
ed phrases like, “It is the 21st Century,”
“we need to be bold" and “I’m tired of
the same-old-same-old.” His speech sent
a clear message: with Democrats feeling
less afraid to advocate genuinely liberal
ideas and wising up to the realities of our
current political discourse, something is
definitely changing in American politics.
It’s no longer “the same-old-same-old”
-at least not in Maine.

Budget Committee, however, Dean of
Students Ted Goundie informed him
that the club would be illegal under
Maine State Law. Dean Goundie said,
“the state of Maine limits [home brew¬
ing] to a maximum of 200 gallons per
year for personal consumption and
specifically is not for distribution. The
proposal to'share the product at college
events would violate the distribution
law.... 1 would also question whether
a college student organization would
qualify as ‘home brewing for personal
use.’ Further, Maine state law prohibits
minors (under 21) from being in pos¬
session of brewing equipment. Anyone
in the club would be considered to be
in possession of the equipment.” While
he recognizes the appeal of home brew¬
ing and says that he would welcome a
presentation about the process given by
a small group of students of age, Dean
Goundie concludes that “recognizing
the Brewing club as a student organiza¬
tion and allocating money to the group
just does not seem viable to me.”
Grant understands the administra¬
tion’s concern and “appreciates the time
the deans put into explaining the laws,”
but he still believes that “if the school
wants to, we can formulate a solution
that would allow the club to operate.”
He suggests that the club be divided
into factions based on age. “The brew¬
ers over 21 would technically own the
equipment and the two separate clubs
would operate as one in reality while
remaining separate entities on paper
in order to adhere to the law.” Grant
also notes that the brewing club would
help promote responsible drinking on
campus, both through informal presen¬
tations and by fostering an appreciation
for the value of beer as a handmade
craft, rather than a vessel for intoxica¬
tion.
Both Grant and Goundie are aware
of brewing clubs at several other
schools and express interest in inves¬
tigating how these schools support
brewing clubs legally. If he can’t find
a way to support his club under Maine
state law, Grant jokes, “maybe I’ll team
up with Nate Walton to get some laws
changed in Maine.”

Midge Potts: Transgendered Activist
STAFF WRITER

EMMA WEISSER: Has anyone in
CodePink treated you differently for
being transgendered?
MIDGE POTTS: No, everyone at
the CodePink house treats me like a
regular woman. It’s been one of the
most amazing experiences of my life. I
think when I moved into the CodePink
house in March, I was a little reluctant
to move in because, like I said, I had
a bad experience with one particular
person before. But also I was living in
a place I really liked, this collective all¬
vegan household in DC, but it was re¬
ally kind of an experiment for me to
move into the CodePink for it being a
mostly women's house.
EW: Has being transgendered had
an effect on your political views? How
does it affect others’ perception of your
politics?
MP: One, thing that’s probably a
common misnomer about transgender
people is that they have one kind of
political leaning. There’s definitely con¬
servative and liberal and in between.
From the transgender people I’ve met,
all the women and men have various
sexual orientations and politics. There’s
not any one stereotypical orientation or
political leaning or anything like that.
EW: Your views seem to be in line
with the work that the Democrats are
trying to do today, however you say
your politics are more in line with Re¬
publican values. Can you talk more
about your politics in that regard?
MP: I actually quoted Dwight Eisen¬
hower a lot, who was a general and a
Republican president, who said in I960
that he was really concerned about the
military-industrial complex taking over
the United States and that we shouldn’t
be in a situation where we have a career
list of wars. Another one I referred to
a lot was Teddy Roosevelt on conser¬
vation. He was a conservative who re¬
ally believed in conservation. Of course
he was a hunter, but he knew that we
couldn’t use up all of our resources and
he created the national parks and na¬
tional forest system so that we could
conserve our natural resources for fu¬
ture generations. It’s really ironic that the
Republican policies of today are almost
anti-environment and that they support
the military-industrial complex.
EW: Your rhetoric emphasizes the
original goals of the founding fathers.
What are some of the ideas that you
feel are important for people to re¬
member about the beginnings of our
government?
MP: Thomas Jefferson, even at the
time, realized that the Constitution
and laws that they were creating were

for them and for their generation. He
even said that the Constitution should
be for the living generation and that it
encouraged people to change the Con¬
stitution. He said every 19 years, that’s
what he called a generation. He didn’t
expect it to be forever and ever and
for it to be a sacred cow that would be
used in a way to dictate against change.
We kind of need that now and we
need to evaluate whether or not our
government is really... by the people
and really serving the people. Thomas
Jefferson said in the Declaration of In¬
dependence that all people are created
equal, are endowed by their creator
with certain unalienable rights. “Among
these are the pursuit of happiness,” you
know. “And among these” implies there
are more inalienable rights. He doesn’t
mean to imply that those are the only
inalienable rights. That’s for us, for this
living generation, to determine if the
people feel like rights that we should
be born with are taken away from us
by the government. Then we should
stand up for them and fight for them
and create a new government.
EW: What was your education like?
MP: I was a little nervous about do¬
ing this tour. This might sound kind of
cheesy because part of the reason was
because every time I tried to go to col¬
lege, I would take off in the second or
third semester. One time I went and
joined the Navy, then I went hitchhik¬
ing and traveled all across America. I
think that’s why I have the worldview I
have because I’ve met different people
from all kinds of cultures and classes.
My problem with college at the time
was that it didn’t really engage me. I
wanted to ask questions that meant
something and get to the root of the
matter and have dialogue and debate
and most of the students looked down
on me if I wanted to engage in a deeper
dialogue. 1 probably should have gone
to a different college.
EW: There are so many different is¬
sues that we encounter every day just
by reading a newspaper. I’ve often felt
paralyzed and overwhelmed by it. Do
you feel that way? How do you re¬
spond?
MP: Yeah, definitely I feel that way. I
guess I feel that way and I guess that’s
why I’ve picked the anti-war issue and
civil liberties as the main things that I
focus on, especially because I found
people who help support me in that
because it’s hard to advocate on all the
issues that are concerning me all the
time. I really wish that people of various
sorts would pick whatever issues most
concern to them, whether it’s the deficit,
or trade as far as the human rights af¬
fects of them, or whether it's the envi¬
ronment, and I wish they would come

1

to Congress and get in the hearings and
go to the offices, and I wish there was
100,000 people there every day advocat¬
ing on all the different issues and then
the Congresspeople would have to do
something. I know that what we’re do¬
ing is putting a dent in it, but it’s not
enough. Like you said it’s not the only
issue. I used to be more overwhelmed
about a lot of that stuff, but I just take
a deep breath and I change the world
where I’m at the time, and I encourage
other people to do that too.
EW: Why is the anti-war issue so im¬
portant to you?
MP: When I was in the Navy I was
stationed in a ship and I went to the
Persian Gulf and I spent some time in
the United Arab Emirates and one thing
I saw clearly is that there’s huge hotels
and there’s bars in hotels and fancy ho¬
tels and tapestries, rich sheiks. And they
drink and even Muslims, the rich ones,
come and party. I went out of my way
to find out where the regular people
live, and it was hard because there was
kind of almost a wall separating the
people. And it didn’t take long before
I found all these hovels, and kids with
paper on, their clothes were so thin
and I realized that even there there’s
this real disparity between the rich and
the poor. Iraq in particular is a totally
unjust war. I was very conscious of the
discrepancies between what the Bush
administration said about the weapons
and ties to Al-Qaeda that have all been
disproven, and it really sickens me that
we went in the way we did, basically to
secure oil fields. If we don’t stand up
to that now, then our government’s go¬
ing to be imperialist wherever it wants
to be. And I honestly don’t feel that’s
defending America.
EW: Do you think you’re going to
run again?
MP: Yeah, but I don’t think I’m go¬
ing to run as a Republican. The Green
Party affiliate is the Progressive Party
of Missouri, and I’ve been talking with
them about running as a progressive
party candidate. Also, I don’t want to
just be in the primary; I want to be
in the general election. If I got seven
percent in the Republican primary... I
think I can really draw from a big pool
of people if I’m in the general election.
In 2006 I got a lot of people to register
to vote and I’d like to continue to do
that. I think my campaign, being such
an oddball inspired a lot of people who
never would have voted at all to regis¬
ter to vote and to vote for me. I want
to continue that so that more people
get involved in the political process. If
nothing else, I’ll create a dialogue and
create ideas that wouldn’t otherwise be
there, and hopefully that will change
the political process in some way.
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Trick-or-Drink
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

the fact that more students participated
than in past years.
The choice to hold the event on a
weeknight increased concerns about
upsetting neighbors.
“[Remaining quiet between houses]
is essential as neighbors always look
upon mid-week noise as unreason¬
able and insensitive,” Dean Reese said.
When they left the final house, partici¬
pants were encouraged to make their
way to 280 College St. (Rand Village^
where music, 10 cases of water and 75
free pizzas were waiting, courtesy of
Dean Tannenbaum and Dean Gurney.
“The walking and drinking must
have really worked up everyone’s ap¬
petites since all 75 pizzas were finished
within about 30 minutes of Trick-OrDrink ending,” Loman said.
True to tradition, each house on the
route chose a collective theme for their
costumes and decorations. In order of
appearance: Small House was “Ameri¬
can Gladiators,” Green House was “’80s
rock stars,” 77 Nichols St. was “Nuclear
Holocaust,” 44 Nichols St. was the board
game “Clue,” Blue House was “Blue
Man Group,” 75 Elm St. was “Lord of
the Flies,” Oak and Elm was “the Wiz¬
ard of Oz” and Shapiro was the popular
YouTube video “My New Haircut.”
The route was laid out with neigh¬
bors in mind, according to Loman.
Houses situated in “family areas” were
to be visited earlier in the night.
EMS responded to three calls placed
to Security during the timeframe of the
event; the same number of calls that
were placed last year. EMS prepared for
the event by placing more Bates EMTs
on duty and advising United Ambu¬
lance that the event could potentially
create an increase in calls.
Trick-or-Drink as it appears today,
with participants visiting a series of offcampus houses, is a tradition that dates
back to the early ’90s, but in different
forms it has been a presence at Bates
for almost 30 years, according to Dean
Reese.

Increases
in ServiceLearning

800 r

40 r

600 -

30

400 -

20

200

10

The Harward Center released
service-learning data for the last
three years to The Student. The data
show a clear upward trend in stu¬
dent participation as well as faculty
and department facilitation.
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RA Seeks Widely-Available Access to Conduct Rulings
REGINA TAVANI
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The question of student conduct vio¬
lations and their publicity on campus is
a tricky issue for schools like Bates with
such a small and tight-knit student body.
At last week’s BCSG meeting, an ample
amount of attention was given to the
committee that tries these violations—the
Student Conduct Committee (SCC^ lead¬
ing to an important discussion of what
kind of conduct code violation informa¬
tion should be available to students and
whose responsibility it is to convey that
information.
Not only are students often left in
the dark about student misconduct oc¬
curring around them, they also remain
largely unaware of exactly what would
happen to them if they were to violate
the three-strike policy or other code of
conduct. According to SCC member Ta¬
mara Wyche ’08, the process goes some¬
thing like this:
Before any involvement of the SCC
takes place, the dean of students con¬
ducts an investigation into the violation,
and the student in question must meet
with the dean; if the dean finds that a
violation has, in fact, taken place, he of¬
fers a disposition which may be settled
by either “Dean’s Review” or by a meet¬
ing between the DOS and the SCC. The
student may either accept that disposi¬

tion or reject it, in which case the matter
goes before the SCC.
The accused student is allowed to
have an advisor to assist him with gener¬
ic issues involving the case as well as a
second advisor to accompany him to the
hearing. The student is also permitted to
bring a friend. The SCC hears the case of
the student, advisors, and witnesses, and
the SCC renders a verdict. If the stifdent
is proven guilty, a sanction is decided.
The student may appeal the guilty
verdict to the Appeals Committee,
which is an ad-hoc committee consist¬
ing of President Hansen and two stu¬
dents. Wyche and Karla Erickson ’08,
another committee member, said at last
week’s meeting that nearly every stu¬
dent brought their verdict to the Appeals
Committee last year, though a verdict has
yet to be overturned.
Breaches of conduct can potentially
have an impact on the campus at large,
and for that reason, there has been in¬
creasing concern over the publicity of
the SCC’s cases. The issue is particularly
complex due both to the apparent de¬
crease in the availability of this informa¬
tion and to the sensitive and confidential
nature »of the information, two concerns
addressed at the meeting.
Said Bill Jack ’08 on the latter, "...
there is a lot of information that would
be illegal for the SCC to release to the
Bates Community. Am I looking for this

information to be made available? No,
not at all. However, even simply releas¬
ing information that is more generic is
better than nothing.”
In the past, this information was
much more available. As Vice President
of Student Committees Kristofer Jonsson
’08 said, in the 2004-2005 year, Security
sent monthly emails listing every crime
that took place. They no longer do so.
Additionally, The Student used to publish
reports from the SCC. Now, information
is only available on a board in Chase
Hall of which most students remain un¬
aware.
It terms of improving this situa¬
tion, both Erickson and Wyche initially
seemed intent on making the main RA
the purveyor of this information to the
public, stating that the SCC’s role should
be only to report to the RA, rather than
to the public. The RA objected to this
strongly. Said Jack, “Even though I feel
that the SCC is responsible to the RA,
the RA should not be the sole entity re¬
sponsible for advertising what the SCC
does. There are five student members of
the SCC, and if between the five of them
they do not have time to advertise what
they do, maybe they should not be on
the SCC.” Jack suggested such means as
panels, emails or delivering brochures to
increase outreach.
But as the members themselves ex¬
plained, it is not always that simple. “Stu¬

dents that serve on the SCC should feel
that they have the right to anonymity if
so desired. They are often put in a posi¬
tion where they have to make difficult
decisions regarding students,” Erickson
said.
Nevertheless, Wyche and Erickson
did not appear entirely opposed to tak¬
ing on a bit more of the responsibility
themselves. Erickson said, “I feel that we
should be available to answer questions
and concerns students have regarding
the SCC, whether it’s someone who was
convicted of a crime, someone going
through the process, or someone want¬
ing information regarding the process, or
someone wanting information regarding
generalities in the cases we see.”
Erickson also mentioned that many
faculty members are knowledgeable of
SCC hearings and may be contacted by
students for information, and she also
mentioned updating the board in Chase
Hall, something currently done by Bill
Jack. Whether the methods the SCC is
seeking to further this outreach will be
effective in meeting the desires of the RA
is yet to be seen.
“It all comes down to an issue of ac¬
countability. How are the SCC members
supposed to rule on cases if they do not
know the will of the student body? I do
not think that they can,” Jack said.
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Friday Night Powderpuff

Save My Sonics

1

MAC KING

LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT

On Friday Nov. 2, the junior girls took on the senior girls in Bates' first-ever powderpuff football
game. The contest occurred under the lights on the football practice field. The game remained
scoreless entering the first overtime period, when the seniors were able to score the game's
only touchdown to earn the 6-0 victory. There were some dramatics as the juniors had a touch¬
down called back in overtime. After the game there was a large bonfire.

MANAGING SPORTS

This column may not
be the best venue for what I am about
to write. In fact, publishing the following
may be downright inappropriate and a
total abuse of my journalistic privileges.
But desperate times call for desper¬
ate measures.
As of midnight Pacific Standard Time
on the morning of Nov. 1, the Seattle SuperSonics announced their plans to re¬
locate the franchise to Oklahoma City. A
group of Oklahoma City-based business¬
men headed by billionaire Clayton Ben¬
nett purchased the team in the summer
of 2006 for $350 million from Starbucks
president Howard Schultz. Bennett de¬
clared his intentions to move the team if
the Washington State Legislature would
not authorize the construction of a new
facility to replace the Key Arena by Oct.
31, 2007.
Well friends, casual readers of this
publication, family (Dad, if you e-mail
this article to any more than four people
I am not coming home for Christmas),
faithful fans of this column (are there
any of you out there?), that date has
come and gone.
This would be less of a story if the
city didn’t care for the team, if the Son¬
ics had no history in Seattle, if Seattleites
failed to support their SuperSonics. This
is not the case.
The Sonics represent the city’s oldest
professional sports franchise. They boast
Seatde’s lone professional sports cham¬
pionship and the team consistently ranks
in the top ten in NBA home attendance
(although they were 15th last season).
The vast majority of people would

likely struggle to think up a seemingly
more random NBA franchise than the
Seattle SuperSonics (The Milwaukee
Bucks and Toronto Raptors are also
pretty weird teams. Has anyone ever met
a diehard Bucks or Raps fan?). A black
hole of rain, fog and double shot caffe
mocha lattes, Seattle doesn’t generally
come up in the discussion of great sports
towns - Boston, New York, Chicago and
Philadelphia tend to trump the Jet City in
that category.
Yet, to lose a professional franchise
can cripple a city. It’s a sucker punch to
the gut, a real blow to a city’s ego.
“Seattle? They couldn’t even keep
the Sonics around.”
Brooklyn still hasn’t recovered from
the Dodgers relocation to Los Angeles.
For the fan, it represents a sort of loss of
innocence, a squashing of one’s past.
I am from Seattle and when I read
last Thursday morning that the Sonics
were moving, I felt a sharp pain in my
side coupled with an intense feeling of
nostalgia. I don’t even like basketball all
that much. I enjoy the NBA, I love fill¬
ing out brackets for March Madness and
bonding with other guys while watching
the tournament on TV, but personally, I
never really connected with the game. I
played one season of basketball in sev¬
enth grade, scored a grand total of zero
baskets, skipped practice on the day of
my birthday (a sure sign that one’s des¬
tiny lies elsewhere) and (I would imag¬
ine) relieved my coach and my team¬
mates significandy when I twisted my
ankle with several weeks left to play in
the season.
Nevertheless, one of my fondest
sports memories is watching with my
family as the Sonics played the Jazz and
eventually Michael Jordan’s Bulls in the
1996 NBA playoffs. It was one of the first
times I felt a strong allegiance to a team
See SEATTLE, page B2

New Swim Coach Accustomed to Success

LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT

Bobcat women swimmers practice for the upcoming winter season.
BRENDAN BRODEUR

STAFF WRITER

Newly-hired Peter Casares officially
started working in early August as the
head coach of both the men and wom¬
en’s swimming and diving teams. For
the last 18 years, the swimming and div¬
ing program at Bates College has been
led by Coach Dana Mulholland, who
retired in 2006.
This winter season at Bates will mark
Casares’ 10th year coaching and he car¬
ries a solid background in both educa¬
tion and coaching. In 1998, he gradu¬
ated from Gettysburg College where he
majored in psychology. As a Bullet, he
led his swimming and diving team for
two years as captain, broke eight school
records and by graduation had reached
All-American status five times. Follow¬
ing graduation he went on to earn his
Masters Degree in sports psychology at

Miami University Ohio.
At Miami, his coaching career took
off quickly as he was an assistant coach
there for two years. Following Miami, he
spent two years at Kenyon College as in¬
terim head coach where his skills on the
pool deck and knowledge of the sport
led both the men and women’s teams to
national titles in 2002. His last position
was at Wabash College in Indiana for
five years, resulting in his selection as
the 2005 Coach of the Year award in the
North Coast Athletic Conference.
Casares first tried his hand at coach¬
ing with a Little1 League baseball team
late in high school, but he first began
coaching swimming over the summer at
age 18.
“It was a great learning experience
because it was a great way to start build¬
ing programs while still in college. Four
years later I was still into it, and it was a
fun way to keep in shape over season,”

he commented on starting his career.
Before being selected for the posi¬
tion, each candidate had a phone in¬
terview followed by a visit to campus
in May to see the college and make a
presentation on campus. Swimmers and
those attending were able to give their
input on candidates to Assistant Athletic
Director Marsha Graef and last year's
Interim Athletic Director Dana Mulhol¬
land.
Senior Co-Captain Tasha Rosener
offered some comments on the new
coach.
“I think that he’s already made
major improvements in recruiting arid
team-oriented activities. I can’t wait to
see what will happen this year but also
in the next couple of years.”
Casares had ample time to con¬
sider applying for the position. He first
heard about the opening two years ago
through a friend of his wife who knew

about Coach Mulholland’s intention of
retiring. There were many aspects of
the Bates program that caught his eye.
Bates is a member of one of the fast¬
est divisions, the NESGAC, while also an
academically prestigious, competitive
and selective institution. The swimming
and diving program has competed at
the national level for 13 years while the
students also continue to thrive in the
classroom.
Or as Casares put it, “the students
succeed both in the pool and in the
classroom, making a great recipe for
success.” He was also drawn to Bates
because, even though he is native to
Connecticut, his wife is from Maine,
thereby creating an additional draw
since the college is situated between the
two homes.
Casares’ last position was coach¬
ing only a men’s team, but prior to that
he coached both genders. In fact he

coached both when he first started dur¬
ing college, and he does not consider it
a problem.
“You coach a group and within that
group you coach a personality, then find
what works best for each one.”
Working as assistant coach on the
team for his second season will be foot¬
ball Assistant Coach Joe DeMatteo.
“Having a coach for an individual
sport like swimming <• coming from a
team sport background is a good thing,”
said Casares.
This season Casares plans to look
for ways to measure improvement.
“It takes time to evaluate where you
are at and where you could be,” said
Casares. “I need to teach the team my
program, my philosophy and my ideas
so as a team we can see what to im¬
prove on and what the next step is. The
long term goal is to do well in confer¬
ence.”
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Seattle Needs
the SuperSonics
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

and I really cared who won or lost - the
very first was the Mariners post-season
run the previous year.
Then, just when the franchise and
the fan base catch a break, landing Du¬
rant (who dropped 27 points on the
Phoenix Suns in only his second NBA
game), Clayton I. Bennett drops a figura¬
tive hydrogen bomb on the city.
I don’t believe Mr. Bennett for a sec¬
ond when he says he always intended to
keep the team in Seattle. Bennett is head
of an organization called the Profession¬
al Basketball Club LLC. He was an owner
of the Spurs in the ’90s and he brought
the Hornets to Oklahoma City for two
seasons, attempting to keep them there
permanently. Despite Bennett’s claim
to have proposed a “thoughtfully de¬
veloped,” “financially reasonable” and
“realistically attainable” new stadium, it
seems Bennett may have bolstered his
demands to an intentionally unattainable
plane.
The Key Arena is in disrepair (my
little sisters would tell you the facil¬
ity hasn’t been the same since it held
“Beauty and the Beast on Ice” in the fall
of 1993). The team needs a new stadi¬
um. But how long did the Eagles play
in the Vet before they moved to Lincoln
Financial Field? Will the Red Sox ever
leave Fenway? The Cubs, Wrigley? Those
teams and their fan bases have always
embraced and (in the case of the Sox
and the Cubs) continue to embrace their
decrepit stadiums.
To compare the Key Arena to any of
the aforementioned venues is the equiv¬

alent of comparing my basketball poten¬
tial to that of Kevin Durant’s. Further¬
more, I am sure that the Sonics would
thrive in Oklahoma City. The heartland
tends to embrace basketball and football,
and with no other professional franchise
in the state, the Sonics would no doubt
be a hit. But what happened to conti¬
nuity, loyalty and dedication? Such traits
have become difficult to find in sports
today, much less the world.
Ray Allen, a Seattle legend and lo¬
cal folk hero, just scored his 17,000th
point Sunday night with a game winning
three-pointer in overtime against the To¬
ronto Raptors. Why am I not ecstatic? He
was wearing a Celtics jersey.
I honestly don’t care if you don’t care
about any of this. I care. The city cares.
Forty years of Sonics fans care. Whatever
one’s allegiance or lack thereof to a city
or a team, every sports fan has a duty to
fight against the relocation of supported
professional sports franchises. It should
be an unwritten rule. Find me a fan out¬
side of the greater Los Angeles area who
wouldn’t like to see the Dodgers back
in Brooklyn.
If you thought this column was an
inappropriate use of this publication’s
space, merely a shameless plug to save
one of my teams, lacking any substantial
analysis, you are correct. I am sorry I am
not sorry. If you thought otherwise and
were amused or even enlightened over
the last 1,000 words, let me change that
for you: check out http://www.saveoursonics.org/. Click on the “donate” link in
the top left to help keep the Sonics in
Seattle. The site accepts Visa, Mastercard,
Discover and American Express.

Women's XC
Full of Beans
ANDY PERCY
STAFF WRITER

Apparently it doesn’t take miles
of training and dedication to run
well. So get off the track and tread¬
mills in Merrill because it looks like
there is something else you can do.
The solution: chocolate-covered cof¬
fee beans.
One might not immediately make
the connection that they were the
driving force behind the women’s
cross country team’s successful sixth
place showing at the ECAC Champi¬
onships last weekend, but, in fact,
they might have been. Alex Alberto
’ll ate some of these beans before
a workout in the middle of the week
and nailed it.
The team decided that the beans
must have been responsible, so Al¬
berto was generous enough to bring
some along to the race, which was
hosted for the second consecutive
year by Williams at Mt. Greylock High
School in Williamstown, Mass. With
five minutes to go before the start
of the race, while other teams were
getting in last-minute stretches and

accelerations, the Bobcats each ate
one chocolate-covered coffee bean.
And the sugar-charged lady harriers
finished sixth out of 31 teams.
The Bobcats utilized tremen¬
dous pack running and showed their
depth. The team ran the same course
last week at the NESCAC champion¬
ships, though this weekend’s condi¬
tions were considerably better than
last weekend’s torrential downpour.
However, temperatures hovered in
the low 40s, and the team made an
collective decision to wear spandex pants during the race for extra
warmth. Katie Bash ’10 ran the 6k
course in 24:04 (6:27 peY mile), good
enough for 25th place out of 242
runners. Alberto finished one place
and one second behind, and was fol¬
lowed by fellow first year Liz Rowley
’ll (31st/24:l4). Rounding out the
top seven were Megan McClellend
’ll (50th/24:51), Co-Captain Caro¬
line Ginsberg ‘08 (53rd/24:54), Chloe
Bourne ’ll (62nd/25:09) and Alison
Leonard ’10 (83rd/25:47).
“We did very well as a team,” said

Looking Ahead: Bates (0-7) at Hamilton (2-5)
Preview and Analysis by Stephen Lattanzi
SCOUTING HAMILTON
Hamilton beats you with role play¬
ers, plain and simple. This is a team
that has a handful of great players, es¬
pecially on the defensive side of the
ball, but it is a team effort that has
marked Hamilton’s turn around this
season. If you thought Wesleyan was a
scrappy team then you clearly have not
seen Hamilton play football. This team
breathes new life into the term. They
are aggressive, pursue well and play an
overall hard-nosed style of football.
Offensively Hamilton has the ten¬

dency to be its own worst enemy. The
Continentals have amassed 2,173 yards
of total offense but have only scored
eight touchdowns, the fewest offen¬
sive scores in the conference. They
somehow manage to remain balanced
through the air and on the ground.
In a departure from their convention¬
al schemes, senior quarterback Dan
Hood hasn’t tucked the ball and run
as he had in seasons past, preferring
to stay in the pocket and attack teams
through the air (100-207, four TDs, 11

BOBCAT KEYS TO VICTORY
A MATTER OF PRIDE

EFFICIENCY, NOT FLASH

GO TIME

The time for excuses and “what ifs”
is over. Entering the team’s final game
of the season, it is essential that this
team play inspired football, with pride
and a sense of respect for its seniors.
Any talk about “next year” is foolish.
There is a game to be played, and I
can assure you the Bobcat seniors will
show up ready for a dogfight.

Offensively Bates has proved far too er¬
ratic to operate with any sense of rhythm.
Be it poor play calling or a lack of execu¬
tion, it has become clear that Bates will
need an efficient and effective day on of¬
fense to win this game. The Bates defense
is scrappy in its own right and should en¬
joy taking shots at senior quarterback Dan
Hood. Bates ’ offense needs to be effective
and move the ball on the ground or with
short passes through the air. Toe the line on
offense and win the game.

It is very simply gut check time for
the Bobcat seniors. They are hungry for
a win in the season finale. This group
will come out gunning and if they play
their most inspired football of the sea¬
son they will no doubt be victorious
and manhandle a Hamilton team that is
prolific at both bending and breaking.

STEPHEN'S FINAL THOUGHTS
KEY MATCHUP
BATES OFFENSE VS. HAMILTON
DEFENSE
The number eight offense in the
conference pits itself against the fifthranked defense. Hamilton’s defensive
core plays inspired football and has im¬
proved leaps and bounds over where
it was a season ago. Senior defensive
back Matt Pitarresi has four picks on
the season and has been a force on
defense, ranking himself among the
upper echelon of NESCAC defensive
backs since his freshman year. Follow¬
ing an impressive freshman year that
culminated with a NESCAC rookie of
the year honor, sophomore RB/LB Jon
Lawrence is a force for the Hamilton
ont seven.

PREDICTION:
BATES 7-HAMILTON 6
This game is enough to scare
any Bobcat fan. Hamilton’s defensive
schemes mirror a Bowdoin unit that
capitalized on five turnovers. The Con¬
tinentals offense is “fun-and-gun” in ev¬
ery way imaginable, which puts pres¬
sure on a secondary that hasn’t been
the same this season without the pres¬
ence of lock down senior cornerback
Kevin Reyes. To make matters worse
the Bobcats make an eight-hour trek to
upstate New York to play a Hamilton
team that can be scrappy and tough at
home.
One can’t help but think, what do
the Bobcats have going for them en¬
tering the final contest of the season?
Pride, for one. The thought of an 0-8

Football Falls
to Bowdoin
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See WOMEN HARRIERS, page B3
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Clarke - ’ll

A first-fear and a na¬
tive of Wilmette, Ill., Hegevall-Clarke turned in the
most impressive Bobcat
performance at this past
weekend's ECACs. Hegevall-Clarke ran the 8k
course in 27:45, placing
42nd out of 240 competi¬
tors and improving upon
his time the previous week
i the same course by an
tounding 29 seconds.
Hegevall-Clarke's perfor¬
mance wa| good enough
to catapult himself into the
top seven and earn him
the opportunity to race at
NCAA regionals.
J§r

t
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finish does not sit well with this group
of seniors, I can assure you. Bates also
has history on its side; the Bobcats have
owned Hamilton in recent years, outscoring them 91-39 in the past three
matchups, all Bobcat victories. To give
credit where credit is due, the Conti¬
nentals have been a different team this
season; the defense has been stout and
the offense has kept the team in games
long enough to win. Both Hamilton
wins this season have come against
the Bobcats’ CBB rivals Bowdoin and
Colby. Look for the Bobcats to stifle
Hamilton’s attempt to sweep the state.
Take the Bobcats in one final victory
for the seniors and a positive ending
to an otherwise difficult season. Should
the Continentals forget, it is a bad idea
to back a wild animal into a comer.
The Bobcats win a tight one.

Amrit
Rupasinghe
Serves
a Winner
ERIC ARMSTRONG
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

BOBCAT
Jff!

INT). Hamilton doesn’t yet have a rush¬
er to break the 500 yard mark. Mark
Snickenberger has paced all Hamil¬
ton backs, totaling 405 yards on 110
attempts, an average of 3-3 yards per
rush and two TDs.
The heart and soul of this Hamilton
team is its defense. They have three tre¬
mendous talents in the form of senior
defensive back Matt Pitarresi, sopho¬
more linebacker Jon Lawrence and ju¬
nior defensive end Taylor Soobitsky.

LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT

Bates' offensive line takes the field against Bowdoin. The Bobcats played
well in the trenches, surrendering only one sack to the Polar bears.
MAC KING
Brandon Colon ’08 threw four picks
MANAGING SPORT EDITOR
on 16-28 with 158 yards passing, while

Any hopes Bates football may have
had of breaking even in CBB play this
season came crashing to a halt Saturday
afternoon. Leading 7-0 in the dwindling
moments of the first half, Bates elected
to punt. One play later with only a sec¬
ond on the clock, Polar Bear quarter¬
back Oliver Kell ’ll threw a Hail Mary
to the back right corner of the end zone
to tie the score.
Like the spiral on that Kell touch¬
down pass, the rest of the afternoon be¬
gan to spin out of Bates’ control. Bow¬
doin scored 31 unanswered second-half
points on two 35-yard interception re¬
turns, a Kell five-yard scamper and a
28-yard field goal.
Bates out-gained the Polar Bears in
yardage 318-227 and had 10 more min¬
utes of possession on the day. Unfortu¬
nately, turnovers proved to be the differ¬
ence in the game. Starting quarterback

running for a one-yard score. Coaches
benched Colon in the fourth quarter in
favor of first-year Ryan Larsen. Larsen
connected with Tom Beaton TO on his
first pass, but on the following play had
his pass tipped and intercepted.
A normally anemic Bates rushing
attack represented perhaps the lone
bright spot on the day for the Bobcats.
Judd Smith TO rushed for 59 yards on
11 carries for an average of 5.4 yards,
and Greg Thornton ’09 ran for 47 yards
on 14 carries with a long of 24 yards.
The Bobcats fell to 0-7 on the sea¬
son with the loss, and play their final
game against Hamilton this Saturday in
New York. Normally lifeless, Hamilton
has beaten both Colby and Bowdoin
in the past weeks, schools who beat
Bates by a combined score of 51-20.
The Bobcats will need to dig deep to
finish the season without a winless re¬
cord.

Amrit Rupasinghe TO is an extreme¬
ly talented athlete who is focused on
his education and doesn’t rest on his
laurels.
Rupasinghe first began playing ten¬
nis recreationally at age eight, and by
age 10 he was playing on his school
team in Sri Lanka. He is part of an ath¬
letic family, with two siblings who play
soccer and swim. When he was 16, Ru¬
pasinghe joined an international ten¬
nis team that toured Europe. He was
a member of the Sri Lanka Junior Na¬
tional Team and later the Men’s National
Team: Rupasinghe has also participated
in the Davis Cup on the Sri Lankan team
four times. One of Rupasinghe’s most
notable accomplishments came this past
summer when he won the 92nd Annual
Sri Lanka Men’s Singles Tournament
on Aug. 19. In the dramatic semifinals,
Rupasinghe lost the first set 6-3 but ul¬
timately triumphed over fourth-seeded
Dinusha Wijesuriya by winning both the
second and third sets 6-2.
Rupasinghe had many opportunities
open to him because of his tennis ability;
Division I schools such as Notre Dame
recruited him. However, Rupasinghe
was not interested in playing at that
level because tennis would take away
too much time from his education. Fur¬
thermore, he knew that his tennis abil¬
ity would continue to be improved and
challenged at Bates, as the NESCAC is
among the most competitive Division III
tennis conferences in the United States.
Rupasinghe does not have any serious
interest in becoming a professional ten¬
nis player, and his father convinced him
that with a liberal arts education from
Bates he could do whatever he wanted
after graduation. He is an Economics
major and hopes to become an invest¬
ment banker in Boston or New York.
According to men’s varsity tennis
Coach Paul Gastonguay, “Amrit is an
experienced player at the international
level so he adds a strong presence and
confidence to our lineup.”
Rupasinghe’s most noteworthy ac¬
complishment during the fall season,
which ended Oct. 13, was at the ITA (In¬
tercollegiate Tennis Association) New
England Championships at Williams

... »

See CHAMPION, page B3
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This fall,the five sports teams with winloss records combined to finish 4-39-1 in
NESCAC day, which begs the question...

What Happened?

F007BALL

MEN'S SOCCER

WOMEN S SOCCER

VOLLEYBALL

FIELD HOCKEY

(07)

(1-7-1)

(1-8-0)

(0-10)

(2-7)

Team
Middlebury
Williams
Trinity
Tufts
Amherst
Wesleyan
Bowdoin
Hamilton
Colby
Bates

Team
Middlebury
Amherst
Williams
Wesleyan
Bowdoin
Trinity
Tufts
Conn. College
Colby
Bates

V L T PF
1 0
'20
! 2 0
12 0
<3 0
<3 0
: 5 0
: 5 0
: 5 0
17 O

PA
170 70
216 157
199 108
154 113
145 89
127 143
122 170
75
155
66
161
87 191

W L T
8 10
7 10
5 2 0
6 3 0
4 4 1
4 5 0
2 6 1
15 3
16 2
17 1

GF
14
22
12
12
14
10
9
8
13

6

GA
4

6
8
8
15
14
13
14
23
18

Team
W L T GF
Williams
10 0 0 30
Tufts
7 2
0
14
Bowdoin
6 3
0
19
Trinity
5 3
16
Amherst
5 3
2
14
Middlebury
4 4
1
22
Conn. College 2 6
1
9
Wesleyan
2 6
1
8
Colby
0 7
2
5
Bates
1 8 0
4

GA
3
7
12
5
7
15
27
11
19
23

STEPHEN . LATTANZI
STAFF /RITER

JESSIE SAWYER
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

JESSIE SAWYER
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

It has been anthing but positive
news this season tr Bobcat football.
The offense has s-uggled to remain
consistent and susiin drives, and the
defense has been orous on multiple
occasions.
The Bobcats hve been outscored
by a margin of 1S-87 through eight
games this seasoi Opponents have
out rushed Batesl,218-697 and out
passed the Bobcai 1,318-1205. Bates
has converted a pltry 36 percent of
their third downs his season and at¬
tempted zero fiel goals. The team
seems to struggle nost in the second
quarter, where the have surrendered
69 of their 195 poits this season. On
offense, the team as scored the most
points in the fouih quarter, scoring
27, although man of these came in
garbage time.
In the game c football it is dif¬
ficult to point to one specific rea¬
son or culprit fori teams’ struggles.
People are often uick to blame the
coaching staff, prsonnel packages
and offensive andiefensive mentali¬
ties and schemes, ill of which could
be possibilities, lowever, the 2007
Bates football teai is not the first
in the program's Istory to see such
struggles.
The team for tfe past eight years
has struggled to reiain consistent. A
“quick fix” is anyiing but realistic;
this team will takea long look at it¬
self to try and firl an identity and
direction in the yers to come. There
is hope, but it ma not be as immi¬
nent as Bobcat fas may be looking
for. The wins wilkome but the Col¬
lege needs to allcv time for that to
happen.
With one gameremaining against
prolific NESCAC betom feeders Ham¬
ilton, the season ismything but over,
especially for the eniors.

The depth on this year’s men’s soccer
team stood out to senior Co-Captain Robert
Wesley-Munro, who expected his team to
excel in his last year.
“I believed coming into the season that
we had the best talent this program has seen
in years. There was great senior leadership,
a great promising freshmen class and solid
upperclassmen,” said Wesley-Munro.
First-years Dustin DiGregorio and Chris
LaBrecque earned starting slots toward the
end of the season, adding vigor to the of¬
fense. DiGregorio tied senior Co-Captain
Duane Pelz for second on the team in goals
with three. Senior Patrick Grater led in goals
(four) and shots (26). Co-Captain Brent Mo
rin ’08 finished two of his own and led the
team in shots (32) and assists (three).
Sophomores Jonathan Lobozzo and
Rob Friedlander started all of the games
they played, each scoring game-winning
goals. Senior CoCaptains Aaron Schleicher
and Wesley-Munro split time in net, posting
82.8 and 67.7 save percentages respective¬

This year, the Bates women’s soccer
team had the lowest goal to shot per¬
centage that it has had in the past four
years, scoring 14 of 228 (6.1 percent)..
However the opponents’ goal to shot
percentage has not changed significant¬
ly, remaining in the 12-13 percent range
in the past three seasons.
As senior Captains Molly Wagner
and Jen Pflanz, as well as seniors Ali
Emery and Nini Spalding graduate,
Head Coach Jim Murphy expects the
younger players to step up their games
next season, particularly on offense.
“With the graduation of the four
seniors, the team loses a great deal of
soccer skill, experience, leadership and
maturity,” Murphy said. “We need the
underclassmen to work hard in the off
season to become more skilled, faster
and quicker.”
Wagner and Emery were strong at¬
tackers in their four years at Bates, scor¬
ing 12 and 10 career goals for Bates,
respectively. Emery earned a career
record in shots (27) and goals (five)
this season, leading in goals. Wagner
topped the tally board in shots this sea¬
son with 49, converting three to goal.
She has launched 183 shots in all four
years at Bates, only 13 goals less than
opponents shot against Bates this sea¬
son.
Bates will also have to fill voids de¬
fensively. Spalding played 982 minutes
in goal this year, facing 118 shots. In
2005, she had an 84.6 save percentage.
Pflanz has played solid defense this
season and started all 14 games. She
adjusted to the absence of 2007 gradu¬
ate Becky Macdonald and senior Meg
Coffin, working with first-year Kim Suvak, juniors Caitlin McMahon and Elise
Kornack and sophomore Jen Morse to
defend the Bobcat net.
Murphy is optimistic for next season
and hopes to see his team compete for
a NESCAC championship next fall.

lyHowever, while Bates played aggres¬
sive soccer throughout the season, shots
were not connecting to goal in conference
games and the team finished last in the NE¬
SCAC.
Wesley-Munro attributed this result to
the significant improvement in Bates’ NES¬
CAC opponents.
“Unfortunately the NESCAC turned up
the level of play and we never fully brought
it together until the final couple of weeks of
the season,” Wesley-Munro said.
The team took 49 shots less this season
than last season but only decreased in goal
to shot percentage by 1.3 percent. Six of the
19 goals that the men’s soccer team scored
this season were against conference rivals.
The disappointment this season may serve
as a motivator for the team to improve its
record next season.
Wesley-Munro will graduate this spring
with Morin, Schleicher, Pelz, Grater and
Dennehy.

KATIE BASH
STAFF WRITER
The men’s cross country team re¬
turned to Williamstown, Mass., this past
Saturday to participate in the Eastern
College Athletic Conference (ECAC)
championship and finished 12th out
of 39 teams. Bates ran on the Williams
College course, located at Mt. Greylock
High School, for the second weekend
in a row after the NESCAC competition
last week. ECACs include over 50 Divi¬
sion III colleges and universities on this
side of the Mississippi, and the schools
that run at the meet are usually the
schools willing to make the trip. Tra¬
ditionally, Bates and other top schools
in the region run their eighth through
14th runners - or second seven - at this
large yet relaxed meet and rest their top
seven for the upcoming regional quali¬
fiers. This year, Coach A1 Fereshetian
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where he and BerStein ’09 came close
to beating Middlebry, who proceeded
to win the Nations ITA Championship.
“Playing doutes with Amrit has
been great. We pla well with each oth¬
er,” said Stein.
“Along with Is jovial personality
and consistent bai jokes he is very se¬
rious and it is obious that he values
winning very muo,” said Stein.
v

Now that the fall season is over,
Rupasinghe and the team will begin
captains’ practices for the winter. These
practices focus on conditioning in prep¬
aration for a fitness test at the beginning
of the spring season, which begins in
mid-February.
“I expect that Amrit will continue to
work hard and will push everyone to
attain a higher level by February,” said
Coach Gastonguay.

T

After multiple games played each
week, the Bates Superfans out there must
be wondering how it is that volleyball
came to lose all of their conference match¬
es.
This season the women played a total
of 31 games for a final record of 7-24. Of
these regular season matches, they won
zero of their 10 matches in the NESCAC.
Clearly something is missing. One could
simply look at the fall schedule and see
that they played only nine home games
- a simple answer for why Bates volleyball
had such a rough season. The fans didn’t
have ample chances to cheer on the team
we love to see serve aces in Alumni Gym¬
nasium.
But wait, what about the factor of how
many Bates students actually attend sports
events? Volleyball, of all sports on campus,
should theoretically have the most fans be¬
cause they don’t play outside in the mud
and rain. Looking through the attendance
numbers of the home matches, volleyball
actually averages 86 fans a game. Such a
high number is positive and means that
more home games could bring more vic¬
tories, so the 28 games on the road is defi¬
nitely a factor.
Finally there is the argument of the
young and old. Is the team young, old or
simply rebuilding? The answer here is that
the team is young. This season graduated
two seniors who served as co-captains be¬
cause of the energy, enthusiasm, and most
importantly, experience they could share
with the team from a combined seven
years. To take their place there is only one
junior this season while the rest of the
team, one might even say the core in terms
of statistical contributions, is comprised of
current sophomores. Six sophomores will
become juniors next season, followed by
three current first-year players taking their
place behind them. With a great deal of
depth next season, there is little doubt that
the 2008 fall season will bring great ben¬
efits.

Team
Bowdoin
Middlebury
Tufts
Williams
Trinity
Amherst
Wesleyan
Conn. College
Bates
Colby

W
9
7
7
5
4
4
3
2
2
2

L
0
2
2
4
5
5
6
7
7
7

T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

GF GA
3
1
26
8
22
8
16
11
21
28
18
17
10
15
10
40
13 28
12
22

ALI BLANKSTEEN
STAFF WRITER
It seems inappropriate to sum¬
marize this 2007 season in terms of
“what went wrong.” Rather, the bet¬
ter question to consider, while look¬
ing back on a record that in no way
reflects the effort and accomplish¬
ment of the squad this fall, is what
didn’t go quite right. The Bobcats
ended their season 2-7 in the NES¬
CAC - a record that left the team tied
for last place. With such a standing,
it would seem as if a lot of things
went wrong. However, what isn’t re¬
flected in these numbers is that four
out of the seven losses were decided
by one goal. Even if just two of those
games had translated into victories,
the team would have made it to tour¬
nament.
Entering the season, the team was
forced to start out with an entirely
new lineup in the midfield, drastical¬
ly changing the dynamic on the field
and attributing greatly to some of the
team’s initial inconsistencies. Sopho¬
more goaltender Helena Turner ex¬
plains that “towards the end of the
season... on-field communication
got a lot better and things started to
improve, but we just weren't in the
right place at the right time enough
to win the close games.”
However, the team is confident
that they will only continue to im¬
prove next season, and start making
those one-goal games turn in their
favor. Though five seniors gradu¬
ate this spring, the team still has a
strong roster that will undoubtedly
lead them into a successful 2008.

[Editor's Note: All standings
reflect only NESCAC contests, so
all wins and losses against outof-conference opponents are
not shown.]

did it a little differently in an effort to
make a decision about who that sev¬
enth runner should be.
The course was in much better
shape this weekend after rain and wind
made the running messy and slower
than it should have been last Saturday.
Arguably no Bates runner benefitted
more from these conditions than firstyear Alex Hegevall-Clarke. HegevallClarke had another great race, placing
42nd out of 240 competitors. Covering
the 8k course in 27:45, he also man¬
aged to improve upon last week’s time
by 29 seconds. Bates’ next runner, Tim
McCall ’08, finished in 72nd at 28:18.
This was the last collegiate cross coun¬
try race for McCall, who had a very
successful season after returning from
abroad last spring. In fact, this was Mc¬
Call’s best season yet, demonstrating his
vast improvement over his four years at
Bates. Third for the Bobcats was Tom

Esponette ’ll, from Auburn, Maine. Esponette followed close behind McCall
taking the 77th spot, in a time of 28:29.
Patrick Foster ’09 finished in 28:49 and
Will Viti ’08 also ran his last collegiate
cross country race, in a time of 29:07.
Last for Bates was first-year Ben Taska
in 30:08. All of the Bates men finished
in the top half of the field.
Next weekend will be the last cross
country meet of the season for the team,
as Hegevall-Clarke will join the rest of
the top seven to compete at the 2007
NCAA Regional Meet at Connecticut
College. After finishing 14th at the NES¬
CAC meet, senior Captain Matt Dunlap
will attempt to qualify for NCAA Nation¬
als. If he does, this will be the second
time Dunlap runs at the NCAA meet.
The first time was with the team as a
first-year in 2004. This time he would
run as an individual.

Women Harriers Take
6th of 31 at ECACs

LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT

Champion Rupasinghe

GA
9
5
11
16
13
20
20
22
24
27
30

Hegevall-Clarke Moves into Top
7; Men's XC Takes 12th of 39

Absolute Madness

Beginning at 11:3 p.m. on Wednesday Oct. 31 and going into the early hours
of Thursday mornig, Midnight Madness packed Alumni Gym full of students
anxious to celebrte the official tipoff of basketball season. The first 200 fans
through the doorsceived CD cases with the Bobcat logo printed on them.

Team
W L
T
GF
Amherst
9
10
29
Williams
9
10
29
22
Tufts
7
3
0
22
Conn. College 7
3
0
Wesleyan
6 4
0
20
16
Trinity
5
5
0
21
Middlebury
5
5
0
Bowdoin
3
7
0
17
10
Hamilton
2
8
0
Colby
2
8
0
9
2
Bates
0
10 0
BRENDAN BRODEUR
STAFF WRITER
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Ginsberg. “We basically ran in two
packs of three, and it was nice hav¬
ing the experience from racing on
the same course last week.”
ECACs is a meet where Bates (and
other top schools in New England)
typically rests its top seven who will
compete at NCAA Regionals the fol¬
lowing week. While the varsity seven
rest their legs, other members of the
team get a chance to extend their
season and run competitively in a
meet with teams they don’t normal¬
ly see. Nevertheless, three NESCAC
teams claimed the top three spots.
Williams won with 47 points, Am¬
herst followed with 63 and Middle¬
bury placed third with 104.
Bates finished five places higher

X

than their 11th place finish last year
at the same meet on the same course.
Additionally, every Bates runner who
competed at NESCACs last week im¬
proved her time this week by an
average of 49 seconds. Bash ran 47
seconds faster, Alberto ran 58 sec¬
onds faster, Rowley was 55 seconds
faster, McClellend was 46 seconds
faster and Ginsberg ran 40 seconds
faster.
“It was nice not having to race in
the rain, and I think everyone did a
great job,” said Leonard.
Basn agreed, and commented
on how the diversity of teams might
have helped their performances.
“There were lots of teams that we
hadn’t seen before, so we couldn’t
psyche ourselves out by knowing
who the ‘good runners’ were and

gauging our race by them,” said Bash.
“This way we ran our own races, and
I think that is a large part of why we
did so well...in addition to the cof¬
fee beans!”
For Ginsberg, it was the end of
an eight-year era. After four years of
high school cross country and anoth¬
er four at the collegiate level, Gins¬
berg ran her final cross country race
this weekend at Williams.
“It was such a fun trip and the
energy was so high; this has been
such a great group of girls to run
with. I can’t think of a better way to
have ended it,” said Ginsberg.
What did she attribute to the suc¬
cess of her and her teammates’ rac¬
es?
“I think it might have been the
coffee beans!”
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Confident Power Ballads and Musical
Experimentation Make Schrader a Hit

Online Shopping
ELISE EDMONSON

Cater to
Convenience
LYDIA FINN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

I will always be a steadfast believer in
the power of shopping therapy. When¬
ever I feel stressed out, angry or upset
about something, I always instinctively
crave the scent of new clothes and the
exhaustion of pushing through rack af¬
ter rack of bright colors and interesting
shapes and styles. Up in Lewiston, we
are far away from our favorite stores,
and finding new and exciting additions
for our closets is an experience few and
far in between. And while the internet
does not provide the soothing environ¬
ment of textures or the music and lights
of traditional shopping, it can be just
as pleasurable and gratifying. Shopping
on the internet provides the opportu¬
nity to explore and completely indulge
ourselves in new names, new styles and
new places to shop.
The internet can be a great place to
discover designers and styles that you
have never been exposed to before. To¬
day, a lot of designers sell their collec¬
tions on the internet before they sell in
boutiques or open up their own stores.
These sites are chock-full of one-of-afind pieces, such as T-shirts with origi¬
nal graphics or dresses with hand-sewn
details. They are often imaginative and
have a very youthful, current feel to
them. Some good sites for new stuff
are www.activeendeavors.com, www.
creaturesofcomfort.com and www.indieshopping.com.
Another good use of the unlimited
resources of online shopping is find¬
ing designer names at cheap prices.
I mean, is there anything better than
finding a discounted Marc by Marc Ja¬
cobs dress or not paying full price for
Rock and Republics? And even if you
don’t really buy a lot of designer cloth¬
ing, these types of web sites are the
perfect resources for getting really spe¬
cial items, like a dress for New Years
or your first pair of really good highheels. The keys to truly mastering the
discount sites are having a good idea
of what you are looking for and check¬
ing back constantly. Sites like these get
new items frequently and stuff can go
fast, especially since they have such a
limited supply of each item. Good sites
for big-name bargain hunting include
www.eluxury.com,www.bluefly.com
and www.buysnbargains.com. My alltime favorite place to get lost in the
world of greats names and great deals is.
eBay. If you need something to distract
you from the distraction of facebook,
bid on a beautiful vintage sweater or
Project Runway on DVD and you’re
stuck, especially if the bidding ends
right when your paper is due.
Being at Bates can sometimes take
us far away from our favdrite basic
stores, too. Mainstream web sites are re¬
ally good because they will have a big
stock of different sizes and colors, and
you already know how things will fit
and react to wear and tear. They also
have the best return policies. Just make
sure that you are getting things that you
already need and aren’t going crazy
with the online shopping sprees. These
web sites are also usually extremely
well-organized and easy to maneu¬
ver. Check out great sections like the
“What’s New” and “Clearance.” Some
classic mainstream sites are www.urbanoutfitters.com, www.ae.com, www.
jcrew.com and www.americanapparel.
net.
The last group of shopping sites are
some of my all-time favorites. There isn’t
a specific category for them, so expect
that these sites are random and, there¬
fore really fun to explore. They will
have some of the coolest and craziest
stuff you will ever find. They are also
really good for gift-giving because they
are often pretty inexpensive but have
an interesting, one-of-a-kind feel to
them. Get ready to be super distracted:
www.alltherageonline.com, www.girlprops.com, www.etsy.com and www.
fredflare.com.
Be careful when shopping online.
Make sure that you know your body
really well. Always check each store’s
sizing chart. A size six at American Ea¬
gle is going to fit differently than a size
six from FCUK. But let yourself take a
chance on something if you find your¬
self really drawn to a piece that is new
and different for your style. Good rule
of thumb: if you are still thinking about
something the next day or you have a
dream about it, you should probably go
ahead and buy it. Be careful of addic¬
tion! Show a friend your “shopping cart”
before you confirm your order to keep
yourself in check. Raised eyebrows are
usually an indicator that you should de¬
lete some things. But when you want
to get yourself something new and fun,
the internet is definitely the place to go.
And who doesn’t love getting mail?
'
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STAFF WRITER

Appearing for the first time in Maine,
Libbie Schrader captured the audience
at the Village Club Series two weeks
ago. Originally from Oregon, Schrader
is making her way across the country
to share her new-aged pop/rock style
with new listeners. She has many cre¬
dentials from her blossoming career:
she won the Pantene Pro-Voice com¬
petition, was named as one of Music
Connection’s “Hot 100 Unsigned Artists”
for 2006 and even performed on a 2006
episode of “Gilmore Girls.”
She began her career with the band
Think of England while attending Po¬
mona College. She later released three
solo albums entitled “Letters to Boys,”
“Taking the Fall” and “Libbie Schrader
EP.” She has also gone on tour with
Jewel and been a featured artist on
Myspace. All these awards and accom¬
plishments may seem impressive on pa-

per, but once you experience the voice
that is Libbie Schrader you will have no
doubts about how she earned them.
Schrader sat down at her piano and
as her first note rang out she entered
her own world; it was just a girl and her
piano. Her voice and words were com¬
parable to an early Sarah McLachlan and
Jewel (pre-“intuition” days). Her piano
skills rivaled those of Regina Spektor,
especially in the song “San Francisco.”
Her voice fell out of range sometimes,
but she was quick to fix it and continue
on with her power ballads. It almost
seemed as though a female Ben Folds
had hit the stage; she was defiant, con¬
fident and quirky all at once. She went
from sweet and innocent in her song
“Everything I’m Not” to smoky and sul¬
try in the seductive “Blood Red Moon.”
Her experimentation with her piano,
pitches and lyrics led to an intriguing
and tantalizing performance. To learn
more about Libbie and her music check
out LibbieSchrader.com and iTunes.
Coming next week is a Village Club
Series favorite; Mike McGee is back to
wow the audience with his funny, heart-

Young's New Release Shows
the Artist at His Best
LEXY SMITH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Neil Young is in top form in his new
album, “Chrome Dreams II,” as he ex¬
plores a wide-range of musical styles
from ballad to rock ‘n’ roll anthem while
still threading the album together with
themes of spirituality and journeying.
For this album, Young conducted live
recording sessions in a vintage Garage
Studio in California, a recording style
which lends the album a live quality and
a tone of simplicity and earnestness. In
particular, his 17-minute anthem, “Ordi¬
nary People,” which pays respect to the
daily struggles and dreams of everyday
people and channels Young’s famous
“Rockin’ in the Free World,” benefits
from this “live” feeling as Young’s re¬
luctance to produce a smoothed-over
and highly-stylized tone preserves the
integrity of the song’s themes.
Young’s signature thrashing guitar
licks, and relaxed but driving drum
beats come out on some of his more
rocking songs, like “No Hidden Path,”
which begins with a five-minute vo¬
cal-free guitar solo. Young’s sweet,
unusual voice is also in prime form on
some of his slower and folk-inspired
tunes, such as “Beautiful Bluebird,”
where Young plays a wistful-sounding
harmonica and a dreamy acoustic gui¬
tar which harkens back to some of his
earlier music.

warming and in¬
sightful poetry and
comedy. He is not
your ordinary poet
and is willing to
say anything and
everything. Mike
began
perform¬
ing back in 1998;
with a mix of po¬
etry and comedy
he slayed his audi¬
ences in his home
of San Jose, CA.
Mike has com¬
peted at the Na¬
tional Poetry Slam
on team San Jose
numerous times
and even won the
National Poetry
LOUISA DEMMIT THE BATES STUDENT
Slam Individual
Grand Champion¬ Libbie Schrader entered her own world wbn she sat down
ship in 2003 and to play the piano two weeks ago.
2006. McGee and
his accomplices are working on “bring¬
over the great nortl” He is surely an
ing their unique blend of poetry-laden
act you will not wai to miss.
‘talk rock’ to massive audiences all
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ALBUM
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Long-time
Young
fans will be pleased by
Young’s ability to rely
on his musical staples
of dynamic vocals, gritty
electric guitar and strong
song writing while still creating music
which seems very much in the present.
At times “Chrome Dreams II” appears
downright autobiographical, as Young’s
openly humorous tone on “Dirty Old
Man” sounds tenderly self-derisive
with its slightly unkempt electric gui¬
tar riffs, raucous drum beats and frank
lyrics. Conversely, “The Believer,” with
its background gospel vocals and light¬
hearted acoustic guitar and piano riffs,
echoes a sort of spiritual contentment
which seems revelatory of Young’s
journey as both man and artist.
Young also shows his propensity
for infusing social commentary into his
songs, as “Spirit Road” tells of alien¬
ation and poverty and “Dirty Old Man”
tells of ageism. At times, the album is
quite sentimental and sometimes overly
so, especially in the closing song “The
Way,” whose use of a children’s chorus
behind Young’s vocals verges on sap¬
piness. Overall, Neil Young shares a
lot of himself with his listeners on this
record, driving home a personal mes¬
sage of searching for a better life in the
midst of temptation and fear, calling
out to his listeners, “there’s a spirit road
that you must find.”

Tankian's Innovative and
Dynamic Solo Debit Is an
Exciting and Perceptve Ride
LEXY SMITH

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Serj Tankian, the front man of the
immensely popular band System of
a Down, reaches new heights on his
dynamic solo debut, “Elect the Dead.”
Tankian’s. excitement for making this
record is palpable. His energetic and
dance-ready rock beats, contrasted
with his Armenian folk-inspired bal¬
lads, show his ability to throw himself
into a diverse set of material. Upon the
album’s release, Tankian told Billboard
Magazine that, “the excitement I had
making this record was the same ex¬
citement I had making the first System
record,” a statement which is corrobo¬
rated by the music itself.
On “Feed Us,” Tankian shows an
ability for mixing the harsh with the
soft, as Tankian sings the verses in a
relaxed and jazzy ballad-feel, complete
with an acoustic guitar, and explodes
on the chorus with his trademark metal
vocals. One of the most interesting
songs on the album is “Lie, Lie, Lie,” a
love-gone-awry story that begins with
a classic piano intro, explodes into
straight rock ‘n’ roll during the verses,

and then continues d surprise with in¬
terjections of Midcb Eastern-inspired
vocals throughout tfe piece. Tankian’s
lyrics display sociahwareness and in¬
sight, building on b reputation as an
important voice in tday’s music scene,
singing about apath on “The Unthink¬
ing Majority” and ;overnmental vio¬
lence in “Saving Us Tankian’s vocals
are impressive andrange from heavy
metal-screeching t( operatic vibrato,
such as when his vcce soars above the
heavy drum beats t “Praise The Lord
and Pass the Ammnition.” The title
track, with its dirgdike minor-key pi¬
ano riffs and cleannd stripped-down
vocals, tells a stor of suffering and
salvation and reve;s Tankian’s ability
to place his songs n a clear time and
place.
The diversity ofie songs is so great
that at times the albm appears to lack
a central or univeial theme that ties
it all together; howver, the daring na¬
ture of the songs, fund in such tracks
as “Beethoven’s C**” reveals Tankian’s
affinity for unpredicably. Tankian has
created an innovatb and dynamic mu¬
sical work infusedwith relevant and
genuinely felt lyrics

Kingdom of Jones
Trio Concert Featured
Bates Dancers
ELIZA REED
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Last Friday evening, in an event
widely unknown on campus, Kingdom
of Jones Trio performed in Olin Concert
Hall. The band plays a blend of rock,
classical, electronic, jazz and other
forms of world music.
The band consists of composer-gui¬
tarist Cristian Amigo, bassist and laptopist Izzi Ramkissoon and percussionist
Guillermo Cardenas. All of the band
members are classically-trained but
have chosen to explore new and differ¬
ent musical horizons.
For their concert at Bates, Kingdom
of Jones invited members of Jump Can¬
non Collaborative Dance Company,
Alissa Horowitz ’08 and Emma Arenstam
’08, to improv with them. In their per¬
formance, the dancers took full advan¬
tage of the stage; at times they danced
separately, book ending the band while
at other points partnering together and
employing lifts and joint movement.
“The hardest part of improv dancing
was relating to each other, the music
and the people making music, having
never worked with them before,” com¬
mented Horowitz.
Horowitz and Arenstam had only
heard the band play for 15 minutes
before they danced with them. This
meant that they had no knowledge of
when each song ended and could not
anticipate where the music was going.
Both dancers felt improv dancing
with the band was challenging but re¬
warding. “It’s really cool when you are
dancing and you notice that what you
are doing is accenting the music being
performed,” remarked Arenstam.
In the band’s second set, they sam¬
pled music performed by members of
the Bates community and of the audi¬
ence. One audience member sampled
was Ben Smeltzer TO on the trombone.
The audience members who joined
the band on stage were instructed by
Amigo to “find their space” in order to
connect with the music.
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Brooke Army
Medical Center, Tex.s

EARN YOUR DEGREE,
THE RESPECT OF YOUR PEERS AND
MORE THAN $1,600 PER MONTH.
Students accepted into an accredited medical or dental school
are eligible for our Medical and Dental School Stipend Program.
In addition to more than $1,600 per month for living expenses,
MDSSP gives you a head start on your career. Your Army
Reserve training provides Invaluable experience alongside
outstanding medical professionals and a major advantage oer
your peers. Most Importantly, as a member of the U.S. Arm*
Health Care Team, you’ll earn the gratitude of our Soldlers. helr
Families and your nation.

Gain your Strength to Heaf. Contact
SFC Bradley Paxton at 888*258-1098 or
bradley.paxton#usarec.army.mii. For more
Information, visit healthcare.goarmy.com.
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Non-Traditional Deli Offers

Set Transcends While Script Falls

Cozy Environment, Live Music

Flat in “Five Cups of Coffee”

and a Wide Variety of Choices
JULIA RESNICK
RESTAURANT CRITIC

When I think of a deli, I think of big
corned beef sandwiches, bagels and lox,
matzoh ball soup and “When Harry Met
Sally.” By those standards, Holly’s Own
Deli in Auburn is not actually a deli.
Delis don’t usually have a tapas menu,
a pub fare menu or a wine bar. But I’m
not complaining; though it wasn’t quite
what I expected, I thoroughly enjoyed
Holly’s Own Deli and Wine Bar.
Holly’s Own Deli is divided into two
floors that seem to serve distinctly dif¬
ferent purposes. The first floor is the
more deli-like part of the restaurant. On
a chalkboard over the kitchen is a list of
all the different
paninis and sal¬
ads that are avail¬
able. Though a
pan-blackened
chicken panini
with
Muenster
cheese, caramel¬
ized onions and
chipotle mayon¬
naise
sounded
delicious, I went
upstairs to the
seating area for
dinner.
Upon enter¬
ing the dining
area, I immedi¬
ately liked Hol¬
ly’s. The warm,
welcoming atmo¬
sphere of Holly’s
was in stark con¬
trast to the cold, stormy Saturday night
outside. Its orange walls and candle-lit
tables made it an inviting place to sit and
relax after a long day of work in the li¬
brary. In the front of the dining area, a
stool and microphone were set up for
the guitarist playing that night. Though
it was a bit loud, the guitarist was talent¬
ed and made for some nice background
music during dinner.
The extensive menu boasts a vari¬
ety of dishes and drinks at affordable
prices. Since Holly’s Own Deli is also
a wine bar, I felt compelled to order a
glass of wine. The wines ranged from
$4.25 to $8 a glass. Seeing as I am a
food critic and not a wine critic I cannot
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Actors Paul Hartman ’ll, Drew Gallagher 'll and Stephen Latanzzi '08 discuss questions of time and fears of commit¬
ment in this fall's main-stage play, “Five Cups of Coffee.”

FABIO PERIERA
STAFF WRITER

The designers who constructed the
sets for “Five Cups of Coffee” did an
excellent job making the stage a visu¬
ally appealing and interesting world.
The production was rich with texture
- velvety stars, golden deserts, misty
heavens and Euro-chic cafe fronts. This
is a technically demanding production
that was executed with precision. It is
a shame that the rest of the play did not
deserve its mise en scene.
“Five Cups of Coffee” is a story
about Hal (Drew Gallagher ’ll) and
Rita (Marielle Britt TO) and the chal¬
lenges they face from the moment Hal
runs out on their wedding and into
Milo’s Gourmet Coffee Shop. Hal is
concerned about time - is this the right
time for him to get married? Eventu¬
ally Rita catches up with Hal, they are
married and they begin confronting a
long series of obstacles on their jour¬
ney to build a future together,. They are
aided along the way by Milo (Stephen
Latanzzi ’08), a cafe owner who pops
up as a priest, an Iraqi, an angel, a doc¬
tor and, I kid you not, Elvis.
It is a long journey, made longer
by playwright Gillette Elvgren’s impen¬

etrable and confusing script. Rita’s role
is particularly flat, dutifully following
around a man whose indifference to
her and grating monologues suggest
that she’d do better to leave him. Why
does she find him appealing? The only
reason given is that Rita believes they
are “meant to be,” a. shoddy defense
given what she, and we as the audi¬
ence, have to put up with.
Hal’s mother, Dorothy (Bridget
Brewer ’ll), tries her best to break
apart what she sees as a bad marriage.
Of course, it is only at the play’s end
that she reveals a secret that would
have done the trick about 20 minutes
in. Why does her character stay mum?
The implausibility of a person so com¬
mitted to breaking Hal and Rita apart,
but not spilling the beans earlier un¬
derscores the basic problems with the
script itself. Its sometimes-entertaining
loopiness masquerades as a defense of
its sloppiness.
But Elvgren soldiers on, on mul¬
tiple fronts and to the detriment of giv¬
ing his characters any room to develop
or giving the audience any indication
of on stage chemistry between any of
the characters. The play is meant to be
a meditation on the nature of time and
confronting fears about the future but
deals with its subject in long-winded

tangents that lose the audience. Hal,
the play’s contemplative engine, is par¬
ticularly insufferable with monologues
that often combine inarticulate discus¬
sions of temporal physics and collo¬
quial expressions about time. He’s a
young man with commitment issues
- case closed. Must he go on?
The play is not without its bright
spots. Despite its problems, it is funny
at times. Latanzzi’s Milo is fantastic,
charismatic and funny, and more times
than not, the play’s savior. Milo is the
only developed character in the play,
no doubt in part because, as the nar¬
rator, Milo stays above the time-anddestiny speak of all the other charac¬
ters. Sam Leichter ’08 does a good job
as Rita’s father and is comical, though
his monologues often seem like total
non-sequitors to the actual plot. Hal’s
father, Olaf (Paul Hartman ’ll), makes
brief but humorous appearances - at
one point standing in as both father of
the bride and best man at Rita and Hal’s
wedding.
Credit should be given where credit
is due: the actors, for the most part,
make a valiant effort with bad material;
the production itself is executed with
technical precision. There are bright
spots, then, just not enough to fill its
sky with stars.

find the appropriate words to describe
my glass of Zinfindel (Is it bold? Crisp?
Nutty? Woody?). However, I thoroughly
enjoyed drinking the quality wine.
The highlight of the meal was prob¬
ably our appetizer, a spinach-artichoke
dip ($7). It was perfectly flavored and
creamy. The Parmesan cheese melted
on the top was nice and crispy; I would
have been happy with that for my entire
meal. But there were about a million
things on the menu that looked good, so
I had to order a main dish.
I think that Holly’s might be confused
about the type of food that it is serving.
This deli serves “tapas” that aren’t really
Spanish (last time I checked, chicken
satay is Thai), pub-fare that includes
French onion soup
($6), and a variety
of burgers ($8). De¬
spite being confused
about the categories
of food, I would
have liked to try a
little of everything.
Since that isn’t really
an option, I tried the
next best: a sampler
containing empana¬
das, bruschetta and
crustinis ($10). Of
the three, the crusti¬
nis with bleu cheese
and walnuts were
definitely the best, a
shocking statement
for a girl who usu¬
ally doesn’t like bleu
cheese. Though the
empanadas
were
good, particularly with the red pepper
dipping sauce, they were a little bit too
doughy for my taste; I would have pre¬
ferred a bit more •filling. And the brus¬
chetta - wow, was there a lot of garlic.
It’s a good thing I didn’t make out with
anyone that night! I have a long list
of dishes to try next time I am there,
including sweet potato fries ($4) and
pan-seared scallops ($9). I’m hopeful
that they will taste as delicious as they
sound. In general, the entrees ranged
from $9 to $14.
I left dinner happy, content and not
so bitter about the torrential downpour.
I will give it 3-5 Bobcats.

“Fight” forYour Right to “Get Off”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B6

cial to understanding exactly what your
partner wants from the experience.
Maybe Samantha Jones was lucky
enough to exclusively encounter ex¬
perienced and competent lovers again
and again, or maybe Samantha’s sexual
anatomy has evolved beyond our time,

but either way, the regularity to which
she attained the “big O” far from reflects
what the rest of us gals have come to
expect from our sexual escapades. That
shouldn’t be the case any longer. Com¬
munication is the most important factor
in. getting what you want. Not everyone
can date Don Juan, so “fight” for your
right to “get off.”
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New Music
Venue Opens
with Goals of
Community
and Quality
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Deansmen Reunion Concert:
An Occasion for Ovation

The Oh-SoElusive
Female “O”

Five generations of a cappella unite

JEN MclNNIS
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

SMILEY WODD
SEX COLUMNIST

When Rebecca and Taylor Mesple
envisioned their ideal music venue, the
notion of community resonated in the
back of both their minds. As would be
expected, when the Mesples’ vision be¬
came reality some time later, this ex¬
act notion became the impetus in the
materialization of this vision into their
collective brainchild, The Maple Room:
Lewiston’s very own music theater and
venue that opened Sept. 6th of this
year.
With an 80-seat performance space
that “offers seating on three sides of the
stage to maximize the up-close-and-personal feel of the room” (themapleroom.
info/index.html), the physical structure
of The Maple Room is meant to evoke
said community feel. This community
feeling clearly transcends these physi¬
cal boundaries and into the personal
aspects of the venue, as this ambiance
is most apparent in the people: artists,
customers and owners alike.
“The venue is still pretty new, so we
haven’t yet had the turn-out rate we’d
hoped for,” noted co-owner, Rebecca
Mesple. “But even still, we’ve noticed
that we’re gaining a core group of re¬
peat customers, which is great. And the
best news yet is that the artists who
have come to play have unanimously
said it’s the best venue they’ve ever
played in, which is really exciting and
gratifying.”
Although it’s been only three
months since The Maple Room opened
its doors, the venue has already seen a
handful of impressive artists and sing¬
er-songwriters, including Jimmy Buf¬
fet’s guitarist, Peter Mayer. Continuing
with the community focus, the venue
has also hosted several local artists, as
well.
“We would like to maintain a really
world-class roster of artists of phenom¬
enal singer songwriters and jazz artists,
keeping up with the goals of the L/A
Arts- scene, bringing great art to the
city and all,” said Rebecca Mesple. “We
also hope to be a liaison for local art¬
ists to work with world-class musicians
and help them to get known. Taylor is
also a record producer and we would
love for The Maple Room to be a place
where a lot of artists and producers
could come together - like a launching
pad for quality Maine artists to get an
opportunity to play.”
Thus far, The Maple Room has only
hosted musicians, but the Mesples hope
for that to change with the upcoming
year. Come next year, while Rebecca
and Taylor expect to keep The Maple
Room’s main focus on musicians, they
would also like to broaden the range of
performances offered to include poetry
readings, comedy acts and potentially
one-act play performances. Rebecca
even mentioned the option for certain
Bates performers or writers to show¬
case some of their work at the venue.
They have even started an internship
option for several Bates students this
past semester. These options resound
with the Mesples goal to bring Bates
students further into the Lewiston com¬
munity through The Maple Room.
On a far wider scale, The Maple
Room uses its concession stand to con¬
nect to the Maine community at large
by offering a wide range of products
from maple syrup to pastries and cook¬
ies to bath and beauty products. The
concession stand “[keeps] with an ecofriendly approach to the world and a
strong commitment to supporting small
like-minded entrepreneurial business¬
es, [in that it features] predominantly
organic goodies made in Maine and a
choice selection of earth-friendly prod¬
ucts” (themapleroom. info/index .html).
Such options hail from all over Maine
and include such local businesses as
Nezinscot Farm, Maine Root and Dean's
Beans, among others.
Rebecca remarks on the couple’s
intention behind this partnership, not¬
ing that “there is a great sense of com¬
munity here in Lewiston and Maine as
well. I’ve noticed there seems to be
a real effort and desire to encourage
businesses in order to build and enrich
the community. We’re just doing our
part.”
For your own part, check out what
The Maple Room has to offer on their
web site: themapleroom.info/index,
html. _

“Getting off’ is a woman’s preroga¬
tive, and it’s time for women to start get¬
ting satisfied. For decades now, women
have taken the back burner in sexual
experiences, primarily with men, as their
partners routinely finish sexual inter¬
course in the likely culmination of an
orgasm. Seeing as this is the habitually
expected outcome for men, the end-all
of sexual intercourse and sexual expe¬
riences in general is usually contingent
upon the male orgasm. Since the culture
behind sexual experiences has come to
emphasize the importance of the male
orgasm, women are less inclined to ad¬
vocate for their own assured satisfaction
in the bedroom for a number reasons.
However, why shouldn’t men and
women’s sexual satisfaction be equally
weighted? This isn’t the 1940s when the
woman’s domain was the kitchen and
the idea of a female orgasm was simply
a myth. In today’s generation of youth,
marked by our propensity for sexual es¬
capades, both women and men should
expect to have their sexual experience
result in the mutual satisfaction of an
orgasm.
Perhaps the prevalence of female
orgasms through sexual intercourse as
depicted in television and movies has
allowed us all to believe that the female
orgasm is guaranteed through sexual
intercourse. However, the unfortunate
reality of the matter is that only one in
four women regularly orgasm during
sexual intercourse, while a third of all
women rarely orgasm or - gasp - never
orgasm at all through sexual intercourse;
in short, 70 percent of women are not
regularly orgasmic during intercourse.
While the orgasm through sexual inter¬
course, as glorified by Samantha Jones
in “Sex in the City,” is possible, it is much
more common for women to “get off’
via clitoral stimulation, whether that be
by “fingering” or “munching box.” That
means it should be both the female’s job
to ask for what they want in the bed¬
room as well as their partner’s expected
job to “get down,” whatever the case
may be.
There seems to be a commonplace
assumption among men that “finger¬
ing” entails simulating the penetration
of sexual intercourse using fingers in
place of the phallic object, if you will.
Please stop! While it is possible to sat¬
isfy a woman through this method when
connecting with the G-spot, all too often
girls complain of the awkward and often
painful jabbing, poking and prying that
goes on down below. Unless instructed
to do otherwise, your focus should be
on clitoral stimulation, seeing as clitoral
stimulation is actually the most com¬
mon way for women to climax. Don’t be
afraid to do some gentle exploring, and
remember, this isn’t the highway: you
should slow down and ask for direc¬
tions.
With the prevalence of female or¬
gasms from sexual intercourse depicted
in the media today, many women feel
pressured to climax, a feeling that can
inhibit their actual achievement of the
“big O.” In effect, these pressures often
cause women to “fake it.” While such an
act is seemingly harmless, it can actually
perpetuate a man’s own self-perception
toward his ability to please in bed and
can cause women to perceive them¬
selves as sexually incompetent. In addi¬
tion, such pressures can make women
and men alike feel inadequate and frus¬
trated when the female orgasm is not
achieved. Keep in mind that the female
orgasm is not solely based on physical
stimulation.
Along these lines it is imperative to
note that emotional intimacy is just as im¬
portant as physical satisfaction for many
women. According to the former presi¬
dent of the American Association of Sex
Educators, Counselors and Therapists,
psychologist Dennis Sugrue, “an orgasm
is not the pinnacle for all women. The
usual model suggests that if the orgasm
doesn’t occur, somehow the sexual ex¬
perience got derailed. [This doesn’t do]
us service in terms of understanding
women and their sexuality.” This means
that many women can be just as satisfied
with emotional connection and the com¬
bination of the two can be extraordinari¬
ly powerful; so communication is cru-

Combining for the program finale, 82 Deansmen performed, “In the Still of the Night,” receiving great applause from a large
audience.
LAURA BURNS
STAFF WRITER

The past met with the present on
Saturday night, as 82 Deansmen from
five generations entered the chapel in
a mass procession, filling three aisles.
Audience anticipation matched the
overwhelming turn out for the Deansmen’s 50th Anniversary Reunion Con¬
cert, entitled “A Century Half-Full.” Al¬
ums from the class of 1957, all the way
up to our present-day “Deansies” were
represented. The performers’ families
and peers were in tow, including a few

with one another, included “Oh Where,
Oh Where Has My Little Dog Gone?”
and “Me Mother and Father are Irish.”
The number incorporated a fun the¬
atricality that seemed to characterize
each generation of Deansmen. Their
set also included a heartfelt “Coney Is¬
land Baby,” “Charlie on the MTA” with
guitar accompaniment, and “Sassafras.”
Members of the group from the early
’80s, described by one member as “The
Dark Period,” performed a few songs
separately. The comical “Lizzie Borden”
and “Dear Old Bates,” created by one of
their peers for music composition class,

to a deceased classmate and friend
from the class of ’82.
The final generational grouping
was made up of graduates from 2003
to present. “Who’s That Lady?” fea¬
tured Kevin Cox ’07 and Ian Jones ’04,
two very deft and distinctive soloists.
A moving rendition of “Change in My
Life” was followed by possibly the lon¬
gest “Pinball Wizard” line formation
seen by this generation of Bates a cap¬
pella fans.
The current Deansmen returned to
the chapel stage to close out the eve¬
ning with some words of thanks, and

LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT

Former Deansmen expressed a variety of emotions during their 50th Anniversary Concert last Saturday evening. The event
boasted comedic hi-jinks and strong soloists.

Merimander wives. Three of the group’s
founders were also in attendance. Fol¬
lowing some mingling, spontaneous
applause coaxed the current group on
stage to commence with what turned
out to be a very moving evening of mu¬
sic and memories.
The current group opened with
some welcoming remarks by David
Miller ’08 and their energetic rendition
of “Freedom ’90,” with solos from Miller
and Peter Serafini TO. They then intro¬
duced the first of five groups to per¬
form, its members spanning the gradu¬
ating years of 1958-1972.
A founding Deansmen opened with
some commentary on the differences
between Bates’ current group and the
older men on stage, “As you can see
we don’t dress the same as they do.
You may also notice we have differ¬
ent hair cuts. But I promise, we’re not
completely stiff.” They certainly proved
it with their first song about “making
merry at the zoo,” which had a very
pleasing barbershop quality. The group
followed up with “Mandy,” a campfire
song about a Bahama girl, and closed
with Duke Ellington’s “Mood Indigo.”
Next up were alums from the class¬
es of 1973 to 1984. Their first song,
a mixture of simple tunes in harmony

received enthusiastic responses from
the audience.
The third group to perform was
made up of the classes of 1989 through
1994 and featured our very own Dean
Davis. “House of Blue Nights,” “My
Girl” and “Under the Boardwalk” kept
the audience engaged. If one were to
map the evolution of the Deansmen’s
sound, beat boxing became a more
prominent element during this partic¬
ular generation of a cappell-ists. The
classic, choreographed thrust and grunt
(“hoo-ahl”) also made its appearance.
Choreography for “Zombie Jamboree,”
featuring a shining solo performance
by Damon Maida ’92, was also quite
enjoyable. Other classes were invited
on stage to perform “Leave It” as a
closer.
By this point in the evening, stand¬
ing ovations were too numerous to
count. Bates classes from 1996 to 2002
took the stage, opening with a quirky
performance of “Kingdom of Shy.”
Other classes joined them for “Septem¬
ber,” in which one alum felt so moved
by the music that, to the bewilderment
and amusement of many, he ripped the
shirt right off his body. Their set con¬
cluded with “Insomniac” and “Go Rest
High on the Mountain,” sang in tribute

performed an inspirational rendition
of “I Shall Not Walk Alone,” sung by
Miller, Serafini and Marshall Karpel ’08.
David Miller, echoing many of the oth¬
er groups’ sentiments, acknowledged
the importance of the Deansmen as an
“institution,” as something larger than
its entertainment value.
“It was amazing to see how the
Deansmen have evolved throughout
this half century while at the same time
maintaining the irreverence, showman¬
ship and sense of brotherhood that we
love about the group today. This week¬
end provided us an incredible experi¬
ence. We have a lot to live up to but
are proud to be a part of the Deansmen
legacy,” commented seniors Miller and
Josh Olsen.
A feeling of camaraderie was felt
throughout the chapel, especially in
the audience’s warmth toward the per¬
formers. The evening concluded with a
resonant “In the Still of the Night,” per¬
formed by fifty years’ worth of Deans¬
men. The concert was full of highenergy and deeply heartfelt moments,
supplemented by the typical comedic
hi-jinks we associate with our current
group. To quote a flexing Jeff Smithson ’93, “Is there a veterinarian around?
’Cause these pythons are sick!”

See "Fight," page B5

